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1OSiiI tis So, having been ordered \o a third reading, 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 

Qn motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
sles were suspended, and the House again re- 
solved itself into Commitiee of the Whole on the 
‘iate of the Union, (Mr. Dromaooze in the chair ) 
' Mr. EVANS moved that the commitiee proceed 
1 the consideration of the bill to provide for the 
expensesof making an exploration and survey of 
ne Nort eastern beundary. 
John (Mr. E. under leave, said the bill would not oc- 
COVere@a copy five minutes. ] 
Gtion ¢ Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the commit- 
= Unite roceed to the consideration of the bill making 
propriations for the current expenses of the In- 
dean Department, and for carrying into effect the 
yreaty stipulations with certain Indian tribes. 

The question was first taken on the motion of 


Mend } 
the eo 
Princip 
he dj 


lent 


4 by in 


2 reaso 
3s, that 
of th 


I for the Mr. Evans, and, by ayes 72, noes 73, it was re- 
ad omit jected. 

0 Offer j The commitiee then took up the bill commonly 
Le the known as the Indian Appropiiation bill; which was 
re OE read by sect ons. 

CUO tg 


The chairman of the Commitiee of Ways and 
meas [Mr. Jones] introduced a number of inci- 
iment dental amendmeu's from that committee; which 
were agreed to without debate. 

Mr. CUSHING moved an amendment appropri- 
ating $5,000 for the purpose of holding treaties 
with the Lake and other Norhwestern tribes of 
\OWeverE Indians to procure the cessation of subsidies an- 
peak or nually paid to said Indians. 

admo Aiter some remarks from Messrs. CUSHING 
for de and VANDERPUEL, 

S qu Mr. JONES of Virginia raised the question that 
the proposilion was sot in order—not being to car- 


tee then 
vith two 


hen se ry out any existing treaty or law. 

tion oF The point of order was not pressed; and, the 
; question being taken, the ameniment was re- 

Westion jected. 

1dmenti = =Mr. WICK offered an amendment (based, he 

; said, on an estimate furnished individually to him 

ich aI by the War Department) appropriating $3,030 to 

f arse pay the expense of holding a council with the Mi- 

COOCUMEE ami tribe of Indians, with a view to the extinction 
_ Bg ofthe great Miami Reservation in Indiana—the 

ag with amount to be expended or not according to the dis- 

_ Of thei cretion of the President. 

30,0008% +=Some remarks were made by Messrs. WICK, 

ities iu PROFFIT, RARIDEN, and others, when the 

amendment was rejected. 
d nays §=Mr. JONES also moved an amendment, to come 











—Jees@ in at the end of the bill, appropriating $45,000 to 


defray the expenses of removing the Winnebago 


s Athe- Indians from Wiskonsin over the Mississippi, and 
5 Briges f b . , . 

lam By {or the erection of a gristmill, &c. 

_ Clark, This amendment was debated by Messrs. 


Cooper, JONES, EVANS, and BELL, the latter of whom, 


~~ at8 o’clock, not being willing to address the few 
rand members who had not left the hall, moved that the 

= committee rise; which motion prevailed, and the 
Jon Committee rose. 

, Lewis, Mr. CAMPBELL, the chairman of the Commit- 

rome lee of Elections, asked leave to present the report 

Ramsey, Of the committee on the New Jersey contested elec- 

nel lion case, with a view of having it printed. 

Seamer, Messrs. PROFFIT, STANLY, BELL, WISE, 

Thomas, ™ andothers, objected; ani afier several ineffectual 

<a alempts by Mr. CAMPBELL to explain that the 


leception of the report would net occupy more 


seph L. , 
than two minuies, he moved to suspend the rules. 


Sone Mr. WISE moved to adjourn; which motion was 
idgway, @ egatived—yeas 33, nays 61. 
After an ineffectual motion for a call of the 
ouse, 
ng the Mr. WISE appealed to the chairman of the 
tead- @ Committee of Elections as to the propriety of post- 
: poning the presentation of the report until to- 
gains! @ morrow. 
or the} =Mr. CAMPBELL replied that he could not con- 
id ask § sent; and at the same time expressed his surprise at 
d, be- Opposition to the reception of the report, as in 


one-twentieth part of the time wasted on motions to 


ee 
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adjourn, e'c. it might have been received and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS then renewed the mo- 
tion to adjourn; and it was negatived. 

Mr. STANLY moved acail of the House, which 
was not ordered. 

The motion to adjourn was then renewed, but 
without success. 

Mr. WISE said, as the Honse persisted in its 
refusal to adjourn, he would renew ithe motion for 
a call of the House. It was evident that Miss 
Fanny Elssler was far more popular with the majo- 
rity than the busiaess of the country; and if the call 
were ordered, he would suggest that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms be directed to go io the theatre, where, no 
doubt, the delinquents would be foun’. 

The question on ordering the cali was then taken 
by tellers, and resulied—ayes 40, noes 46. 

So the call was no! ordered. 

Several members then simultaneous'y moved an 
adjournmeut, which motion prevailed; and at 9 
o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, July 16, 1840. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented reso'utions of the 
council of the third municipality of the city of New 
Orleans, against the ex‘ension of the limits of the 
port of New Orleans, which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, 

Oo motion by Mr. DAVIS, the Committee on 
Commerce, 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, the Committee on 
Manu iactures, 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and 

On mot‘on by Mr. BUCHANAN; the Committee 
on Foreign Rela'ions, were severally discharged 


from the further consideration of the various sub- | 


jecis heretotore referred to and not acted on by 
said committees. . 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred, on the 24th December last, 
a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 
the daily empoyment of the persons connected 
with the collection of the customs, reported the letter 
of the Seeretary, and an abstract of the amount of 
tonnage entered in each district, with a request that 
they might be printed; which was ordered. 

[The report was made in compliance with the 


following resolutions, submitted by Mr. Davis, | 


and passed by the Senate April 19, 1833: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to cause, for the term of one year, each 
officer ewsployed in the collection of the customs, 


t» keep a daily account in writing of th: time he | 


is actually employed in the public service, each 
and every day, and what his employment each 


day is, siaung the same so much in detail as to | 
exhibit a clear and in'eiligible account of all his | 


services from cay to day. 

Resolved, That such memoranda as is made by 
each and every officer shall be quarterly sworn to, 
as a full, just, and compieie account of the ser- 
v.ces actually rendered, and the time actually 
spent by him in public employment. 

Resolved, That the memoranda of each district 
be embodied together for the use of Congress, and 
that the Secretary add to it the amount of tonnace 
en'ered, cleared, or owned in such district, with 
the amount of revenue collected therein, and the 
expense of collecting the same, showing what each 
Officer receives for all such services. 

Resolved, That where aay officer dis harzes, or 
claims to di:charge, the duty of more than one 
office, his services in each shall be distinguished 
as well as his compensation. 

In regard to the report, the Secret ry says: “It 
comprises at | ast twenty thousand pages foulscap 
writien matter. Is is estimated they would fill 
10,000 octave pages, or 20 volumes of 500 pages 
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each, privied. In manuscript they will fill six 
boxes, containing on an average six to eight cubic 
feet each.” 

The resolution to print the report of the geologi- 
ca! and mineralogical survey of the mineral region 








| of lowa an{ Wiskonsin was taken up, and 


Mr ‘TAPPAN spoke in favor of the printing. 

Mr. DAVIS said that, although he had not ex- 
amined the subject thoroughly, he had looked at it 
enough to know that the printing woud be a pretty 
heavy job. The report itself was voluminous, and 
hthographiag the drawings would be very nearly, 
if not que, as expensive as engraving. The 
whoie expzn:e, Mr. D had been told, would pro- 
bably be $15,000 or $20,000. And within the ta-t 


| two days there had been a proposition to supply 


the Treasury with $4,000,000, in addition to Trea- 
Under ali these cir- 


woul | consent that this should lie over till the next 
session, especially as many more important ob- 
jects must so lie, from the sate of the Treasury. 

Mr. LINN admitted that there was much force 
in the statements of the member from Magsachu 
setts, [Mr. Davrs,] but the estimate he made of the 
sum of money necessary to have this work publish- 
ed, was ceriainly much too high. Instead of its 
costing fifteen or tweaty thousand dollars, he did not 
think it would require as many hundreds. But 
even if itdid, and much more, it would be the 
cause of bringing int» the Treasury hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, from the knowledge it would 
give tothe world of tae great mineral wealth of 
these public lands, and the cons quent enhancement 
of their value. Mr. L. said that he had an oppor- 
tunfty of conversing ofien with gentlemen engaged 
in mining operations, both in this country and in 
Europe, who said, with great emphasis, “‘prove to 
us that the geo ogical structure and mineralogical 
affinities of your miveral country are the same, or 
similar to the great lead region ot England, and we 
willhave the greatest confidence in its resources, 
and without fear invest capital in your mines.” It 
is a litde remarkable that Mr. Owen’s report 
proves conclusively this resembiance; and with per- 
mission of the Senate, he read the vutlines of the 
report, as given by Mr. Owen himself, 

1. An in-pection of the chapter on the “geolo- 
gical character” and on the “lead mines” of the 
svrveyed district, will show its close resemblance, 
both in the character of its rocks and in its geologi- 
cal position, to the celebrated mining district of the 
north of England, the most productive lead region 
in the known world. 

2. The chapter on the “Statistics of the lead 
mines” affords proof that even under the numereus 
disadvantages to which this American lead region 
has hitherto been subjected, it prebably produces, 
at this moment, nearly as much lead as the whole 
of Europe, with the exception of Great Britain 
alene; and that it has ind:spucable capabilites of 
producing as much lead as ali Europe, Great Bri- 
tain included. 

3. The chapter on copper ore, and the appended 
analysis, prove thatthe copper ore of Wiskonsin 
is richer and more valuable than the copper ore of 
Cornwall, the greatest copper dis’tictin Europe or 
the world; exceeding that ore in its yield, by from 
one fifieenth to one-third; and that this ore is found 
in abundance and can be raised with the same ex~- 
pense as lead one. 

4. That zinc is also abundant, and the zinc 
ores of excellent quality. 

Thus, that the materials for the manufacture of 
brass exist in profusion over the district, 

5. Toat iron ore, equal in quality to the Ten- 
nessee ores, is found throughout the district in sach 
quantity that iron works to any desirable extent 
might profilably be established there. 

And, upon the whole, that the district surveyed 
is one of the richest mineral regions (compared to 
is extent) yet krown wn the world. 

The chapter on svils also shows that, unlike most 
other mineral regions, it is fertile, and capable of 
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yieldjog to th: farmer a liberal reward for his 
labor. 

This report of Mr. Qwen, was made in pursuance 
io a resolution of the House of Representatives 
pesied on tie 6h of February of the tast session, 
an! isso the fo lowing words: 

Resolved, ‘That the Pre-ident of the United States 
be requ st -d to. canse to be prepared and presented 
to the vext Congress at an early day; a plan for the 
duposal of the public mineral lands, having refe- 
rence 8% well ‘to the amount of revenue to be de- 
rive! from them and their value as public property, 
as to the equitable élaims of individuals upon them; 
and that he at the sage time comman’'cate to Con- 
gress all the informaton in possession of the Trea- 
sury Department relative to their location, value, 
prudactiveness and occupancy: and that he cause 
such further information to be collected, aud sur- 
veys to be mace, as may be necessary for these pur- 
pose 4. 

In pursuing.the wishes of the House, considerable 
expense had already been incorred, which wvuld 
be lost unless this document was given to the world. 
Mr, Owen had pursued the subject with ardor, zeal, 
and with a critical and scientific eye. He with 
much care collected, arranzed, and marked speci- 
mens of the various ores found on ths public 'ands 
surveyed by hun. So that a person desirous’ of 
commencing mining operations can call on the 
Commissioner of the Land Cffice and find the quar- 
ter section marked on the ores; this will greatly fa- 
ciliate him in hbim in his researches, made witha 
view to a perminent locaton. The publication of 
thig report will unfold one leaf of the vast volume 
of wealia the God of heaven had bestowed upon 
the magnificent valley of the Mississippi, and pay 
back t» Europe a small portion of the great literary 
debt we owed thatcontinent. It vould be republish- 
ed there, and seught fur by the sciennfic inquiring 
and emizrating portion of the community. He 
said he was aware of the embarrassed state of the 
Treasury, and was aimonished by it of the ne- 
cessity of economy in the public expenditures. 

sul the printing this decument, he believed most 
sincerely, woud have the effect of replenishing, 
instead of exhausting it. 
S nate woull order its publicauon, and give the 

uperiple ndenee of it to the Commissioner of the 
Geveral Land Office, as he was very desirous to 
have ;t{ made public for ihe benefit of the country 
and national domain. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he had great confi- 
dence in Abe views a: d opinions of the Senator trom 
Ms ouri, Bat there appeared to be no certainty of 
the exten! of the expend tore. One Senator set it 
down at $15 000 er $20,000; another at so many 
handee's; and @ third at not more than considera- 
ble. Under these circumstances, and considering 
that the Government was compelled to resort to 
paper mouey of its own, Mr. H, expressed the hope 
that the resvlution would le over tll the next ses- 
Sigu,. 

Mr. ALLEN spoke in favor of now adopting 
the resolution, and ins:sted that the wants of the 
‘Treasury was a stiong argument in favor of it, for 
it would bring money into the Treasury. 

Mr. LINN read the resolu'ion of the House of 
Repre euiatives, by which this survey was ordeied., 
Tae Comunss:on- r of the Land Offer, he said, was 
oftep called on tor this kind of information, and it 
was inportant that he should be able to preseut it 
ina réady and convement form. 

M:. WALKER said he had examined the docu- 
men! w th seae care, avd he had risen from i's pe- 
rusal wid fecl ngs of pride, a-'on shmen', and de- 
Lett. Nodocument could be more usetul, and it 
would be publishe! aud repudlished throughout 
Evro,e. li was due to the West ihat it shouid be 
pub ished. 

Mr. DAVIS again urge that the delay till the 
neatses ion woul! be short, and that, considering 
the stare of the Treasury, it ougat to he over, He 
m v-dits pos'ponemeat till the nex! session, 

M_. CALHOUN also spoke in favor of post- 
pi ong, aod of rigid economy in every depart- 
me nt. 

Mr. KNIGHT said: Having had some experi- 
ence in the examination of the cost of engraving 
maps and craWiogs, [ have come to a different con- 
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clusion as to the amount of the cost of engraving 
than that expressed by the Senator from Missvouri. 
Tam of the opinian that it will cost nearly as many 
thousand dollars as the Senawr supposes it will 
cost hundred, But if it is to be printed, we should 
leave it with the Secretary of the Senate to make a 
contract for the engraving on such terms as he 
shall deem best. By so doing we shall save a large 
sum that otherwise will be expended. 

I should like to have a greater number of copies 
printed for the use of the Senate than the resolu- 
tion proposes, so as four or five copies might be 
distributed to each Senator for the purpose of dif- 
fusing the information it contains more generally 
among the people. If the document contains the 
valuable information represented, we ought not to 
hide it under a bushel, but publish it for the use of 
our citizens. As to the want of money in the 
Treasury that has been suggested, I conceive it to 
be of little consideration, We can issue a few 
more Treasury notes, and print it now as well as 
at the next session. 

Mr. LINN admitted that the privilege of printing 
had probably been abused, and he would aid io 
correcting it at the next session, by reducing the 
printing of memorials, reports, &c. many of which 
ought not to be printed. But he thought this work 
ought to be published. 

Mr. Davis’s motion to postpone the subject 
till the next session was negatived as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Davis, Huntington, King, Lumpkn, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, Roane, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Iediana, Strange, Tallmadge, and 
White—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, Grundy, Ha’ bard, 
Knighi, Linn, Mouton, Norvell, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and 
Wall—18. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to amend the resolution by 
requiring that the work should be done under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Senate, (as usual, ) 
and on the most favorable terms. 

This amendment, after a few remarks from 
Messrs. TAPPAN, DAVIS, and LINN, was re- 
jected as follows: 

YEAS—Mes:rs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Hun- 


| ting'on, King, Knigh', Lumpkin, Merrick, Phelps, 


Porter, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Tall- 
mage, White—15. 

NAYS—Meszrs. Alien, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Puchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Habbard, Linn, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Roane, Robiason, Smith of 
Conneciicut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, Wright—24. 

Mr. DAVIS now moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, and it was so ordered as follows: 

YEAS—Mes*rs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Huntington, King, Knight, 
Lumpki», Merrick, Nicholas, Phe'ps, Porter, Pren- 
tvs, Reane, Ruggles, Tallmadge, White—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabara, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Linn, Mouton, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, S'u:geon, Tappan, Walker, Wali—17. 


RETROCESSION OF GEORGETOWN AND 
ALEXANDRIA§. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill making provi- 
sion for ascertaining the wishes and will of 
all the people of the District of Columbia, 
not within the limits of the city of Wash- 
ington, in regard to their being retroceced 
to the States of Maryland and Virginia re- 
«pectively: read, and ordered to a secoud read- 
ing. 

BUSINESS OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. LINN, by consent, introduced a joint reso- 
lution (and obtamed its immediate consideration) 
prov ding that, after six days in the second sessivn 
vf any Congress, now and hereafter, the bills, &c. 
acied on and decided by either Hu use, apd :emain- 
ivg umtouched or unfinished on the table «t the 
other House, should be deemed so far valid, and 
should be acted on precisely as if there had been no 
adjouroment. 

This resolution was opposed by Messrs. BEN- 
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TON, CALHOUN, and GRUNDY, and 


advo. 


cated by Messrs. LINN and HUBBARD; and laid 


on the table. 
cPORren WAR. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill idi 
for enlisting 2,500 volunteers to saree fore 
years in the Florida war, was considered, and ; 
dered to be engrossed. , <1 

EXCHANGE OF FOREIGN Books. 

Oa motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the joint resalutio 
providing for the exchange of extra copies of books 
in the Congress Library, and of public documenis 
for those of foreign countries, was taken Up and 
considered. 

Ms. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Cum 
merce, moved to amend the resolution by an appro. 
priation of $500 to effect an exchange of certain 
weights and measures with England, France, Rus. 
sia, and Holland. Negatived by ayes 9, noes not 
counted. 

The resolution itself was then rejected by ayes9 
noes not counted. ; 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The Senate again proceeded to consider the jj! 
to continue the corporate existence of certain banks 
in the District of Columbia, the question being op 
Mr. Preston's motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bili was rejected. ’ 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate at 
length in favor of the mution, and was replied to 
by Mr. MERRICK. 

‘Afier some further remarks by Messrs. PHELPs, 
GRUNDY, MERRICK, WALKER, HUNTING. 
TON. and DAVIS, the question was taken on re- 
considering the vote, and it was negatived—ayes 
18, noes 21, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Henderson, King, Nicholas, Roane, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—18. 

NAYS—Mersrs. Allen, Benton, Clayton, Davis, 
Dixon, Hubbaid, Huntington, Knight, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Norveil, Porter, Phelps, Ro- 
binson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Tappan, Walker, and Wall—21. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill making appropriations for the 
army for 1840, with sundry amendmenis; which 
were ordered to be printed. 

The bill providing for the enlistment of 2 500 vo- 
lunteers to serve in Florida, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a remonstrance of 
ciizens of Washing'on to the passage of the bill 
for the renewal of the charter of the city of Wash- 
ington; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution for the exchange of do- 
cuments was defeated. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, Jaly 16, 1840. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked the 
consent cf the House to make a report from the 
Committee of Elections in relation to the New Jer- 
sey contested election. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS objected to the recep: 
tion of the report. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved a suspension of the 
rules; and on that motion demanded the yeas and 


nays. 

The CHAIR informed the gentleman from Sovth 
Carolina (Mr. Campsett] and the House, that the 
question pending when the House adjourned on 
yesterday evening, was the motion to suspend the 
rules for the recep'ion of the report. 

Mr. EVERE IT inquired of the Cuarr what was 
the regular business in order during the morning 
hour. 

ar CHAIR replied that reports would be iu 
order. 

Mr. BELL said he had not the slightest objeetion 
to the reception of the report in its order; but he did 
object as proposed. Pa 

Mr. PETRIKIN said it was the object of gen- 
tlemen to suppress the report in the hands of the 
committee; and it was with that view they opposed 
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the reception. If the rales were not suspended, 
come other report would be interposed, and a de- 
bae would be gotten up for the purpose of staving 
off the reception of this 
feat any action upon it this session. That was the 
veal intention of gentlemen of the Opposition, what- 
ever might be their professions. 

Mr RIVES said he hoped the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Bett.] and the gentleman from 
Vermont, (Mr. Everett.) would withdraw their 
objec ion, as it was merely the wish of the com- 
mitee that the reports should be received and or- 
dered to be printed, and made the special order fir 
a future day. 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose to a point of order. He 
contended that the report should be received as a 
miatter of right. It was a privileged question: one 
involving the right of members to seats, and the 
rights of asoveregn State to be represenied on 
ths floor. It was therefore in order to report at 
any time. 

Tne SPEAKER was of the opinion that it was 
nota p ivilrged question. It was a regular report 
cf a Committee on Elections, and could not be re- 
ceived out of its order, except by a suspension 
of the rules, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina said he 
differed with the Speaker, and coincided with 
the opinion expressed by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvaaia, [Mr. Perrixin;] and, notwithstanding he 
had moved a suspension of the rales for its recep- 
tion, and wished that motion to be decided, he did 
not wish to be understood as yielding th> opinion 
of his right to make the report as a question of 
privilege; and should the House refuse to suspend 
the rules, he would then insist on the question of 
privilege. 

The SPEAKER said the question would be 
taken on the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. CRAIG demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House, 
and on that motion he asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were, yeas 
53, nays 87. 

So the House refused the call. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the motion to suspend the rule, and resulted as fo!- 
lows: yeas 115, nays 64. 

[The Whig party voted against the suspension 
of the rules for the rygeption of the report; or, in 
other words, to suppress the report, and thereby 
evale the vote on the question this session. ] 

So (there not being two-thirds voting in the affir- 
mative) the rales were not suspended. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then obtained the floor, but 
yielded it to 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, who said 
that he had two reports from the Committee of 
Elections, invo!ving the rights of members to seats 
on this floor, and he submitted thdt the qnestion 
was one of privilege, and that, as such, it wes enti- 
led to precedence over a!! other business. 

The SPEAKER decided that a report from the 
Committee of Elections was not a question of pri- 
vilege; and supported his opinion by reference to 
the ease of contested election from the State of Mis- 
sissippi, Which occurred at a former Congress, by 
which it would be seen that the House could not 
hive so considered it a privileged question, as it 
was determined that it required a vo'e of two- 
thirds to make that case the special order for a 
particular day., 

From this decision Mr. CAMPBELL of South 
Carolina took an appeal. 

Mr. STANLY made some remarks: in opposi- 
tion to the reception of the report—a report of a 
description which nobody, he said, cared any thing 
about. 

Mr. McKAY hoped the gentleman would with 
draw the appeal, end a majority of the House 
ceuld refase to go into committee; and if the’ gen- 
tlemen of the Oppesition did not interpose ques. 
tions which would give rise to debate, the report 
would be reached in the course of the day. 

Mr, CAMPBELL said his duty to the country 
and a respect for the rights of the claimants, would 
not permjt him to take any ceurte which might de- 
lay or defeat action on the subject, 





report, and thereby to de-. 
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CAMPBELL, STANLY, McKAY,.and CUSH- 
ING. 

When. Mr. TURNEY moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays on or- 


dering the main question, which were ordered; and, | 


being taken, were—yeas 124, nays 66. 

[The Whigs voted against ordering the question 
to be put; and thus staving off the question} 

So the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. © 

Mr. STANLY raised the question of order, 
whether ceriain members from New Jersey, whose 
names he had heard read, (Messrs. Dickerson, &c ) 
had a right to vote. In the early part of the session 
it was decided that members from New Jeisey 
cou!d not vote in their own case. 

The CHAIR was understood toreply that they 
had the right to vote on the appeal. 


The question then recurring ‘Shall the deci- | 


sion of the Craik stand as the judgment of the 
House?” 

Mr. PROFFIT asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

And the Clerk having called that portion of the 
roll which includes the names of membeis .com- 
mencing with C— 

Mr. STANLY again rose, and inquired whether 
certain members from New Jersey hada right to 
vote. 

The SPEAKER said the proper time to raise the 
question would be when the call of the roll was 
completed. 

The rojl having been called through— 

Mr. STANLY raised the question of order, 
whether Messrs. Dickerson and Co. were entitled 
to vote? 

The SPEAKER said that this was a mere pre- 
liminary question of order as to precedence of bu- 
siness, and not a question affecting the personal 
rights of the members alluded to. 

Mr. STANLY. Does not this question of order 
affect their rights? 

The SPEAKER said that the interest which the 
New Jersey members had was, whether they were 
entitled to seats or not. The question new: before 
the House was a mere question of precedence of 
business; and the Cuair, not seeing that they had 
more interest in that than any other, was of opinion 
that the gentlemen were entitled to vote. 

Mr. STANLY appealed from the decision, and 
submitied to the Cuair that the House had already 
decided this question. 

The SPEAKER asked the gentleman to specify 
when, 

Mr. STANLY said he did not exactly know. 

Mr. ADAMS. There was such a’decision. The 
ques'ion was raised during the time that I was in 
the chair. I decided then that the members from 
New Jersey had a right to vote, the question of in- 
terest, as I expressly stated at the time, being, not 
their individual interest, but the interest of their 
constituents.. The House reversed my decision, 
and the genuemen were not permitted to vote; and 
now, wheiher this be a preliminary question o1 uot, 
when I am called upon to vote, I shall vote accord- 
ing to the principles [ then assumed, and not accord- 
ing to the decision of the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Cuair whether the 
result of the vote would be changed by the ad- 
mission or rejection of the votes of these gentle- 
men? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Some delay took place in looking for the record 
of the decision, during which, 

Mr. STANLY expressed himself willing to 
waive his right to the floor, if the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means would consent to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JONES (though the question was one of 
great importance, involving the rights ofa sovereign 
State, and rights of members to seats, and did. not 
wish to procrastinate action) did not yield to the 


suggestion. 


After a few moments— 
Mr. ADAMS said that there must bea record of 
the decision. 


peal was spoken to briefly by Messrs. | 





| 
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| decision of the appeal at this time, 
| remarks, in which Mr. S. exptessed his own Opi- 
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The SPEAKER said that the Clerk stated he 
could not find such a decision as the gentleman 
had reference to. It was probably before the or- 
ganization of the House, when it was decided that 
neither party were entitled to vote, 4.5, 
Mr. ADAMS. I am not responsible for the 
making up of the journal at that time, or any other, 
I a the fact, however, that such a decision was 
made. ' mr) ate 
Mr. STANLY inguired whether, if ha waived 





| the question now, with a view to go to the regular 


business of the country, he could bring it up to- 
morrow. 
Toe SPEAKER replied that it would be too late. 
Mr. STANLY then said he must insist on the 
Afier a few 


nion to be that these gentlemen ought ta yote, but 
said that he was desirvus that the House should 
abide by its own decisions, he asked the yeas and 
nays on his appeal; which were ordered. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the previots 


| question; aod there was a second. 


And the main question was ordered to be now 


| taken. 





| 
| 





And the main question, ‘ Shall the decision of 
the Crain stand as the judgment of the House?” 
was tnen put. 

Previous to the announcement of the vote, , 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky rose and said that he 
had at first voted in the affirmative—but that he 
would change his vote on the ground that these 
gentlemen were no more entitled to seats in this 
House than any other person. I! he could con- 
sider them so entitied, he would sustain the deci- 
sion of the Cairn. As it was, however, he could 
not do so. 

Mr. MONROE rose and said that for the same 
reason he would chan. ¢ his vote. 

And the votes of both gentlemen were recorded 
accordingly. 

The SPEAKER then announced the vote to be: 
yeas 125, nays 3s. 

So the House sustained the decision of the Cuair, 
by which it was declared that Messrs. Dickeryon 
and Co. were entitled to vote. 

The SPEAKER then announced the vote on the 
original anpeal taken by Mr. Campzeut of 8..C, to 
be: yeas 88, nays 95. 

So the House reversed the decision of the Cuain, 
And it was thus declared that the question of a re- 
port from the Committee of Elections was a ques- 
tion of privilege, and entitled to take precedence 
over all other business. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, then 
made a report in the case of the New Jersey con- 
tested election—moved the printing of the report, 
evidence, &c. and that it made the the special order 
of the day for Saturday next. And Mr. Cu de- 
manded the previous question. CO al 

The repori of the minority of the commiltee con- 
cluded as follows: NOG aM 

“Thus it app-ars the result of this investigation 
has been to increase the majority of the five claim- 
ants who received the greatest numberof votes 
from the whole State, and the committee recOm- 
mend the adoption of the following resolation; 

Resolved, That Peter D. Vaoom, Piremon 
Dickerson, Wittiam R. Coorgr, Danizs B, Ry- 
ALL, and JoserH Kitie, are entitled 10 occupy, as 
members of the House of Representatives, the five 
contested seats from the State of New Jersey, , 

Mr, SMITH. of Connecticut, on leave, presented 
a report from the minority of the said commiltee, and 
moved the printing. ' 
~ [The minority report was of great length. ‘The 
minority believe that three of the Whig contestants 
were (from testimony which they produce in, their 


| report, and which the majority of the. commiltee 


did not believe competent testimony) entitled, to 
seats, though they conclude their report with ut 
recommending by resolution ang action, on, the'con- 
clusions to which they came]... .... ; 

- Mr. PROFFIT inquired of the chairman. of the 
Commitiee of, Elections [Mr. Campsei] whether 
the evidence was apartof the report, 

Mr. CAMPBELL was undgistood to say of 
course it W428 $9.) 625) stoves sd agin 
Mr. PROFFITT... Then I call for the reading of 
. a eves vs Ih i oes bee 
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the majority and minority reports, and al! the testi- 
mony, [It would have taken the Cler'c three days 
to read all the testimony which the committee had 
acted on, and which formed the basis of the conclu- 
sions in the report, and which was already printed, 
under the direction of the committee, by authority 
of the House 

Mr. CAMPBELL submitted, as a question of 
order, to the Crair, that the gentleman had no 
right to have these papers read on a question of 
printing. 

Tne SPEAKER said he would decide that point 
after having asceriained whether there was a se- 
cond to the demand for the previous question 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to Mr. CampBe.t to 
include in his motion to print, the journal of the 
committee. 

The suggestion having been acquiesced in, 
(though Mr. Camppect remarked that the journal 
had alrealy been printed,) 

The SPEAKER put the question on the de- 
mand tor the previous question. And there was a 
second, 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Several members of the Opposition here ob- 
jected to making tha resolutions accompanying the 
report the special order for any day, whea 

Mr. FILLMORE asked that tne question might 
be taken separately—fir ton that part of the mo- 
tion which proposed to print the twe reports—and, 
sccondly, on that part of it wich pre posed to 
make the subj ct the special ord t fir Satur ay 
And the divis on was ordered ace: rdinsty. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE also asked for a separate 
question on the motion to print the journal; which 
was also ord: red. 

Mr PROFITT then inqtired of the Guar if it 
— ord rf now to cal icrthe readisg of the pa- 
per 

The SPEAKER said tha’ it was. 

Mr. PROFFIT. ‘then t cal for the reading of 
every word, sy'lable, and lever. I am ready t» 
take the responsibility of the motion But I first 
make the offer 'e the chairman of th: Commiites 
ot Ways and Mean, w waive the water for the 
pre-ent if he is willins to gu into comm tee to te- 
sume the cons de:aion o! the appropristion bill; 
or take up avy other public busiuess which the 
cha'rma might preter. 

Mr JONES returned no answer, and several 
Administ:at on members objected. They were op 
po ed to suppre sing the printing of the report, and 
Oppo-rd to he atewmpt 'o get ridcf the questcn 
hy mdirection. The reading piogres-ed for about 
halt an hour, when 

M:. BOTS sa d if the reading o the testimony 
Was perrisied in, no other bus:nes* Cvu.d be dove 
this session. 

Mr. DAWSON of Georgia proposed to go into 
comminee en ‘he Ladian appropriation bill, 

Mr. PROFFITT assented. Bula number of Ad- 
Ministration members, again objecting said that they 
were opposed 10 sacrificing tie righ's of a suve- 
reign Stare, and to suppressing the trath. 

Mr. STANLY rcse to inquire who objected, in 
order tha! the country might know which party 
was rs,ons ble for the delay ot pub ic business. 

Mr. BEATTY of Peaonsyivama rose and said 
he objected; and, speaking in an angry toue, said 
the g ptleman could tun his notice ty him. He 
wi-hed the p ople of the country to notice whch 
party wished 'o smother the truth; whch party i 
was that called tor the reading of a mass of prin ed 
testimony fir the purpo-e of consuming the time of 
the Houre, and thereby deieat the Mowon to print 
the reports to which ths testimony was appended, 
the reading of which was called for bya Whig, 
and the reading of which was insisted on by a 
Whig, unless the Adminis'ration party would so far 
forge! mght and justice as to axree that ut should 
not be printed, and that no action shoul! be had 
upon i! this session. If the gentleman wished to 
save the ume of the House, why did he not agiee 
to the motion of the chairman of the Comm.tee of 
Elections, to lay the reports on the table for the 
preseat, for the purpose of having them printed, 
wnd to make the subj ct the special order of tue day 
for Saturday, when the members will thea have 
read the report and testimony, and be betier pre- 
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pared to act upon the question, if indeed they are 
not sufficiently informed from what has been 
already reed. 

Mr. STANLY made some reply of an offensive 
character. 

The reading proceeded for some time longer. 

Mr. HAWES appealed to the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw his demand for the reading of 
the volume, and let it be printed; but the appeal 
was in vain. 

At fitieen minutes past two o’c!ock, Mr. FILL- 
MORE rose and appealed to the gintleman fro 
Indiana [Mr. Paorritr] to dispense with the further 
reading. This was no time to go into this mater. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he had not forced this 
question upon the House; the House had done so 
by its own decision. He wished the reading to 
proceed. 

Mr. MEDILL, in the course of the read'ng of 
the report of the minority, was surprised at its 
extraord nary character; said it had never been 
submitted or read to the majority in committee, 
and that it contained falsehoods. 

The{Cuierx proceeded in the reading of the re- 
ports until 24 o’clock, at which time the House 
took a recess. ? 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

The Cier« resumed and concluded the reading 
of the majority and minority reports of the Com- 
mittee of Elections in relation to the New Jersey 
contested election; when 

Mr. CAMPBELL, the chairman of the commit- 
tee, wished to inquire of the Speaker whether he 
could not modify his original motion, so as to print 
only the majority repert and the journal. He had, 
in the morning, at the request of amember, includ- 
ed the minority report in hix motion to print; but 
after hearing it read, he cou'd not sanction the 
printing of such a document with his name. It 
containe! things which were not matters of fact— 
were untrue. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman had the 
right. provided tte gentleman from I»diana, [Mr. 
Pr Frit] on whose motioa the reading was or- 
dered, yielded the floor. 

After seme debate of a conversational charac- 
ter. Mr Paorrit yielded the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL thea modified his motion as 
above, net being willing to sanction the printing of 
such a document as the minority report, by bis 
name;and the question being on the printing, on 
which the previous question had been ordered, 

Mr. ANDRE ‘YS wished to know— 

Several «sembers here cal'ed Mr A. to order. 

Mr. ANDREWS ina very loud voice exclaimed, 
“Tam in order,” 

(Cries of hurra, well done Anprews ) 

Mr CLARK of New York mate some remarks, 
in wheh he comolaine! that the chairman of the 
Committee of Eleetons had firsi entrapped the 
House into ordering the previous qnestion, under 
a motion to print both reports, and having secured 
the previous question, he now wished to leave out 
the minority report. 

Mr. MEDILL with munch vehemence of gesture, 
rose and repel ed the charge that the House had 
been “entripped” in any way. The House had 
not been entrapped, and the charge wasa vile 
slander upon the House and the majority of the 
committee. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to reconsi‘er the vote 
by which the previcus question had been seconded; 
which metion was rejected. 

Mr. PROFFIT having withdrawn the motion 
to read the volumes of testimony accompanying 
the reports, 

The question then being on the motion to print 
the majority report andthe journal of the com- 
mittee, 

Messrs. RICE GARLAND and FILLMORE 
made each a speech on what they termed 
tyranny on the part of the Crarr in applying the 
qvuesion of reconsideration on the second to the 
previous question, instead of the previous question 
it-elf. Tt subsequently appeared, however, that the 


Cuair had been misunderstood. 
The question was then taken on a motion of Mr. 
G. to reconsider the motion by which the previous 





re 


lll 
question had been ordered, and was negatived by 


yeas and nays, as follows: yeas 65, nays 80. 

The question then recurring on the modified mo- 
tion of Mr. CaMPBELL to piint the majority report 
and journal. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, in a very violent 
manner, was proceeding to give hs reasons why 
he wished to be excused from voting, and de. 
nounced the modification of the motion, ¢te. “e 
fraud and chicanerv; when he was louily called to 
order by the SPEAKER, aud by members from 
various p*r's of the hall 

The CHAIR said the gentleman’s language was 
an imputation upon the House, which was out of 
order, 

Mr. CAMPBELL desired the member from 
Kentucky to know that such language would not 
be permitted owt of the House, neither would jt be 
suffered in the House. The character of the report 
of the minority was not known when he consenied 
to inc'ude it in his motion to print. 

(Much confusioa here arose, and it was some. 
time before order cou!d be restored.) 

Mr. HOLMES appealed to the House, in the 
name of fifieen millions of freemen, to know 
whether such proceedings should be suff-red, 

Mr. RICE GARLAND said Mr. Hotmes did 
not represent fifteen millions of freemen. 

Mr. HOLMES rejoined, that he was sure, in 
condemning such disorderly proceedings, he was 
speaking the sentiments of every lover of decorum 
in the country. 

The question then being taken on the first branch 
of the motion of Mr. CamMrPBetL, viz: on printing 
the majcrity report, it was agreed to, as follows— 
yeas 172, nay 1. 

The que.tion then being taken on agreeing to the 
second branch, viz: the printing of the journal of 
the committee, it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 154. navs 18, 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved the printing of the 
minority repr rt. 

Mr. RAMSEY demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, and the main questisn was or- 
de et. 

The question was thea taken on the motion to 
print the minority report, and deett«d by yeas and 
nays, as follows—vees 102, nays 68. 

So the m nority report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JAVESON then moved the adop ion of the 
resoluiion accompanying the’ maj ri y report, as 
follows: see preceding column: 

Mr. J ‘hen moved the previous qnestion. 

Mr. FILLMORE wished to ingnire whet>er, 
when the House was acting in i's jadicta! capacity, 
the operat: n of the previous quai n would be to 
prevent the contesta ts (rom speaking al the bar of 
the House «n tre’ case. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
opera ion of the previews question weuld be the 
same in this as in al! o her cases. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House, and 
on that motion made some brief remarks in favor 
of allowing the con'estants an opporiuaily of being 
heard at the bar of the House. 

Afiersome v hement vociferat'on on the part 
of Mr. MONROE, which set the House in a roar 
of laughter, 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
BRIGGS for a call of the House, and it was nega- 
tuvei—\eas 68, nays 75 

Mr. BOTTS wished to know if it weuld be in 
order to submit a resolution permiiting the claim- 
ants to apoear at the har of the Hi: use, 

The CHAIR replied in the negitive, as such a 
resolution could not be entertained until it should 
be ate-riained whether there was a second to the 
demand for the previous question. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina wished the 
gentleman trom Missouri would withdraw the mo- 
tion for the previous question, and let the report be 
made the special order fur Saturday or Monday. 

Cries of No, no, fecm_ many; the question has 
been discussed for .nonths; every one understands 
it The interest of the people requires that the 
House should act wihout delay. [f the subject 
were discussed for mouths, no gentleman could 
come to a more correct conclusion than he has al- 
ready arrived at. There is no time for delay. The 
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reports of the two Commiliees have been read to 
the House. The committee have been for. months 
examining the testimouy and determining upon the 
same. Their rep: rt is rght. 

Mr. JAMESON would not withdraw the motion 
fer ihe previous question. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put—yeas 101i, 
nays 85, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biack, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Bynum, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, (rang. 
Craty, Dana, Davee, Joho Davis, Joho W. D.vis. Doan, Doig, 
Promgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fisher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hook, Hu! bara, Jackson, 
Jameson, Joseph Johuson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Jonn W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadb-tter, Leet, Leonard. 
Lucas, McClellan, MeCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Mil- 
ler, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newlhard, 
Parrish, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, 
Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, John Switch, ‘Thomas smith, Starkweather, 
Rvenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Swensy, Taylor, Puilip 
F. Thomas. Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D, 
Wagener, Watterson, Witk. Jared W. Williaws, Heary Wil- 
liama, and Worthington—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adanis, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Baker, Bell, Bond, Bots, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Join 
campbell, W. B. Campbell, Carrer, Chinn, Uniteaden, Clark, 
J. Couper. Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crocker. Curtis, 
Cushin, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Denuis, Deilet, Ed 
wards, Evans, t-verett, Fillmore, Rice Gariand, Gates, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Giaham, Green, Grinnell, Willlam 
8. ilastings, Mawes, Hill of Virginia, Hopkins, Hunt, Kemp- 
shall, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Michell, Monroe, 
Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Rariden Rayoer, Ridgway, Rus sell, Salton 
stall. S rgeant, Simonton, Slide, Truman Smith, Stanly, 8 wart, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Tripleu, Trambull, Uader- 
woo, John White, Thomas W. Wiliams, Lewis Williatis, 
Josep L, Willaims, and ©. 1H, Williams—85. 

ihe qiest.on now :e.u'rpg ou the adoption of 
the resusuton epyeuded to the report of the ma- 
jori'y, 

Mr. ANDREWS, for reasons assigned by him 
asked permission to be excuwd from voting; and 
the qresuon being on granting leave, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

Mr. EVEKE!T asked to be excused, for reacons 
which were read io the Hous; and on that motion 
he asked the yeas eni mass; whica having been 
ordered, were—yea. 70, nays 100. 

So the House r-'used to excuse him 

Messrs. BRiGGs, ADA MS LINCOLN, ha 
WILLIAMS, DAWSON, MCNROE, WADDY 
THOMPSON, POPE, CAMP BELLot Teonessee, 
BOND, SERGEANT, CUSHI\G, POFFIT, 
CALHOUN of Massachusetis, BELL, SALTON- 
STALL. SLADE, DAVIS o' Kentucky, S!AN- 
LY, EVANS, ALFORD, BOT!S, HILL-f Vir- 
gvia, RARIDEN. OGLE, JOHN ON wot Mary- 
land,, and FILLMO«&E, successively rose, and 
esced to he excused, or sad that they would re- 
fuse to vole for various reasons, such as that they 
had not heacd the volume of tes imony read; that ibe 
parties had not bren heard at the bar of the House; 
and that they could not sufficient’y unders and tie 
merits of the question from the reading of the re 
ports of the minority and majority o: the committee. 
The House reiused those who made such a request, 
and did not comyel those who said (regardiess of 
the rules) that they would not vote. The excuses 
are of too great length for this day’s paper. 

Mr. CAMP6KELL of South Carolina said, as 
the burden«f the excuse seemed to be that the 
gentlemen did not sufficient'y understand the sub- 
ject conscienii.usly to vole, he woud, to afford 
enilemen an Opportunity to read the reports whic 

1 pportunity t dt port h 
had been read at the table, and crieted to be 
printed, move that the House a‘journ, 

Mr. PROFFIT and many of the Whigs objected, 


and Mr. P. demande! the yeas and nays; which 


were oidered, and were—yeas 34, nays 107, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Boyd, A. V. Brown, William O. Butler, By- 
num, Calhoun, John Campbell, Chapman, Coles, Curtis, 
Dana, Davee, Davies, Dawson, Edwards, Fornance, Galbraith, 
Join Hastings, Hook, ffopkins, Lewis, McKay, Marvin, 
Montanya, Petrikin, Starkweather, Stuart, Sumpter. Taylor, 
Francis Thomas, Jucob Thompson, Untierwood, David D 
Wagener, Warren, aad Christopher UW. Withams—34 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, H, J. Anderson, Atherton, Binks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Beli, Backwell, B ud, Betts, Briegs, Albert G 
Brown, Burke, Carr, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Ciark, C)iffurd, 
Connor, Craig, Cranston, Join Davis, John W. Davis, G. Davis, 
Dennis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Evy, 
Evans, Fillmore, Fisher, Floyd, Kice Garland, Gates, Goggin, 
Graham, Green, Grinuel!, Hammond. Hand, William =. Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virzinia, Hubbard, Hunt, 
Jackson, James, Jam-son, Joseph Johhson, William Cost 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kemp- 


i 
} 
} 
| 


shall, Leet, Lucas. McClellan, McCulloch. Mallory, Marchand: 
Mason, Medill, Morgan. Newhard. Ogle; Osborne. Parrish. Par. 
menter, Parris, Payoter, Pope, Preutiss, Proffit, Ramsey, Rari- 
den, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, Russel), 
Samueis, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Steenrod, Swearingen, Sweney. Poilip Fo Phomas, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Tarney. Etward Do White, Wick, Jared 
W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis 
Williams, and Worthington—107. 

[it will be perceived, by reference to the yeas 
and nays above, that, although the Whigs com- 
plained that they conld not vote, beeau-e they had 
no! been afforded an opportunity torcad the tes- 
timony, (which was printed, and ready to be laif en 
the table,) they voted against the adjournment. 
That is, all those who voted for the adjournment, 
(which would have afforded an of portunity to read 
the tes'imeny,) with the exception of ‘en, were De- 
mocrats. The motion to adjourn compelled the 
House to vote immediately on the adoption of the 
resolution. ] 

Mr. HAWES and Mr. TRIPLETT asked to 
be excused, but the House retu-ed to excuse them. 

The question now being ©: the adop ‘on of the 
resolution reported by ‘he majority of the commit- 
tee, (¢eclaring those whe were now ho! ing s as 
a8 Representatives from New Jersey, were entitled 
to sad seats.) 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which, having been erdered, were—yeas 101, nays 
2?; just a quorum, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks Reatty, Bei ae, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Wiliam OO Butler. Bynum. John 
Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford. Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Crary. Dana, Davee, Join Davis, John W. Davis, 
Doan, Dug. Dromgoole, Duncan. Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fisher, Fiovd. Fornance. Galbraith, Hammond. Hand. John 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Caroliia, Hilien. Holleman, 
Holmes, Hor kins Hubbard, Jackson Jameson Joseph John- 
eon, Vave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W.) Jones. Keim, 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lucas. MeCulloh, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Medill. Miller. Montanva, Montgomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Pa menter, Parris, 
Piynter. Petrikin Pickers, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Rives, E'ward Regers Samuels, Thomas =mith. Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Sirene, Sumter Swearingen, Sweney, Tay: 
lor, Francia Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jaceb Ttompson, 
Turney, Vanterpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Wek, 


Jared W Williams, Henry Willams, and Worthing:an— 101 
NAYS—Measrs. Borta’ Briggs, Carrer, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Mark A Ccoper, Cranston. Filimore. Goggin, Green, Hawes, 


Jimes, Mason. Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, Pope, Ridgway, Tru- 
man Smiub, Thomas W. Williams, and Joseph Lb. Wi'- 
liams—22. 


S there olvtion was adopted. 

Before the resnit was announced, , 

Mr. McCLELLAN of T. niessee said he had, 
afew minnt-s befire the vote was taken, s'epp-d 
out of the House, and did net return uot! a ter his 
name was passed. He asked permission of the 
House to allow him'to vore) He wished to vote 
tor the adoption of the resolunon. Several mem- 
bers objected, and Mr. M. was not allowed to 
vote, 

[t' would be proper to state that when the roll 
was first eil'e’. se eral of the Wa gs only voted, 
and finding tha! the Denoera ic V te was not sul- 
ficient to consti ute » quorum, some of those who 
said that they could no: voretor or against the reso 
] tion, without doing injustice to one set of claim- 
ants er t e other, or doing vielen e to their con- 
science, recanted for the purpose of making a 
quorau, and voted against the resoluton, viz: 
Mes-rs. POPE, OGLE, HAWES, FILLMORE, 
BO PTS, and BRIGGS. } 

On motion, the House, at a quarter past nine 
o*clock, p.m. adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Fripay, July 17, 1840. 

Mr. WALL asked the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to inrucea bill, entitled “An act to re- 
move restriciions upon disccunting notes. aud «ther 
securities in the tve District of Columbia.” 

Perhaps it was not genera'ly known to the pubiie, 
or even tu Congress, that there exists a prohibition 
in the laws «f Cong-e-s, against any unchattered 
banking com oany, or any association, partnership, 
or cempany ot individuals, within the Distric: of Co- 
lumbia, discounting any Notes, or other securities, 
for the payment of money, uniter a penalty of not 
less than $100, and net more than $500; and all 
such, discounted contrary 'o the prev sions of the 
sad act, are ceclared utterly void. This extracrdi- 
nary annihilation of the rights of the many for the 
benefit of the few, is to be found in the 29 and 31st 
sections of “‘An act to incorporate the subscribers to 


|| certain banks in the Distriet of Columbia and to 
|| prevent the circulation of the notes of unincorpo- 
| rated associatrons within the said D strict,” appro- 
ved March 3, 1817. Thislaw takes away the righis 
of the whole 'o give privi egesto a few to found a mo- 
nopoly. This mon: poly has fallen by the expiring of 
|| the law. ‘This abritgment of the rights of the whole, 
can no longer aid the defunct banks, They 
can no longer discount at a chartered company. 
Why then should individuals be prohibited witbin 
the ten mies square, fr.m doing what individuals 
every where else may do? Why should they be 
deprive dof using their money or funds as they may 
see proper in discounting notes, or other seeurities 
for the payment of money?) In my Opinion, the 
prohibition showld fall with the monopo y. ltwas 
|, desizned tor the benefit ol the banks, and rights 

were taken from natural per-ons, to vest them in 
|| artificial persons, The artificial persons a e now 
| dead, +o far as relates to the exclusive privilege of 
discounting Is it net just and proper that those 
rghis, thus taken for a purpose whi h no longer 
can be reached, shou'd be restored to those from 
whem they were aken? I therefore ask the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bil’ to 
repeal this extraordinary abridgment of the rivhts 
of the natural being, for the benefit of the arti’ cial 
being. ‘The bill which I have the honor to submit 
to the Senate merely repeals this odious, ex'raordi- 
|; nary and injudieious prohibition. I think the sub- 
jec’ de nands immed ate ac ien 

By unanimons consent the bill was introduced; 
and, hav ng been read, 

Mr. WALL ésocu chat it might have its seeond 
reading at that tine. 

Mr SMITH of Indiana asked if the secon 
reading wes required merely for reference. d 

Mr. WALL said that the provsiins ot the bill 
was so s:m le there cou'd be no necessity for refe- 
rerce. He therefore desired tha’ the Senate would 
|| reat ita seer nd time now for the puryose of con- 
| si feration. . 

Mr. SMITH of In'iana objected to this, and the 
bill was read a sce nd tome, and refersed to the 
| Commitice on the Judiciary. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, on leave, intioijuced a bill 
authorizing the President, and appropriating 
$25,000 to explore and sarvey the Northeastern 
boundary beiween Maine, New Hampshire, and 
the Brtish Provinces. Read twice by cunsent, and 
| ordered to be engrossed: subsequently read a third 
time and passed, 

Mr. SMLtH of Indiana offered the following: 
Resolved, That the C. mmittee on Finance be in- 
|, struct d ton quire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to enable the P.e-1ient of the Uni- 
ted Siates to hoid a council site the Miami In- 
|| dians for the purpose of treating for the purchase 
|| of the reserves held by them in the State of Indi- 
ana, should he deem it expedient to hold such 
council. 
|| Mr. S. said he would make a word of explana- 
| tion, Ii was desirable that a treaty should be held 
| as contemplated in the resoluuon; and as the Se- 
pate had decided that an appropriation by law to 
| hold the same should precede the convention of the 
| council, he had brousht the matter to the conside- 
| ration of the Senate in the proper manner. He 
| desired the question to be submitted to the Com- 

m tiee on Finance, for the purpose of enabling that 
|| ec mmitiee to make an amendment to the bill from 
| the House on the subject of Ladian appropriations, 





| 





which would shortly be before it. He hoped the 
|| re-olution would be acted upon now. The com- 
|| mittee, he had no doubt, would give the subject its 
| consideration at the proper time. 
| ‘The reso\ution was agreed to, and the accompa- 
|| nying papers referred. 
'!* “On motion of Mr. MOUTON, the Committee on 
|| Private Land Claims was discharged from the fur- 
| ther consid-ratioa of sandry memorials, heretofore 
|| referred to the Commitiee on Agticultare, and not 
} acted oa by them. 
|| The adverse reports of the Committee of Claims 
| on the memorials of citizens of Jackson qwauty, 

Alabama, ard of other ciuzens of Alabama, were 

taken up aud agreed to. 

On eee of Mr, DAVIS, the Commitiee on 
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Cidims Were discharged from the further conside- if 


ration of the petition of Alexander Jones and of a 
Senate resolution of inquiry es to improving the 
harvor of St. Lonis, 
EXCHANGE OF FOREIGN BOOKS. 

ape Senate jcok up the jomt resolution (ihe re- 
jeett-n of which had been reconsidered on motion 
af’ Mr. W mre) providing for the exchange of ex- 
tfa books in‘the Congress Library, and of public 
db8aments for those of foreign countries. 

Mr. DAVIS asked if the amendment offered 
yesterday from the Committee on Commerce for 
the exchange of certain weights and measures 
would now bein order? 

Mr. RUGGLES said he had learned that the 
amendment would not be requisite to the object 
preposed 

The resolution was ordered to a third reading, 
and subsequently read a third time and passed. 
The vote ordering its engrossment was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Davis, 
Diton, Fulton, Grundy, King, Knight, Linn, 
Lampkin, Merrick, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, 
Southard, Strange, Surgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, 
Walker, an. Wall—26 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Alabama,’ Hubbard, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Smith of Indiana, and Williams—10. 

CHARTER OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. NORVELL, in accordance with a notice 
which he had given some days since, moved to 
take up the bill to alter and continue the charter of 
the city of Washington. 

Mr. MERRICK objected to the taking up, that 
the changes proposed were very important, involv- 
ing a vast amount of rights and property, and 
there could not be time at this session to give them 
the considera'ion which they demanded. 

Mr. NORYELL was surprised to hear these ob- 
jections fall from the lips vt the honorable Senator 
trom Maryland. The subject had been before that 
Senator and his committee for several months. 
And whose fault was it that it had be-n so long de- 
layed?. The changes proposed in the charter of 
the city of Washington were few and simple, and 
would ‘require very little time for their considera- 
tion. The first and most important was the exien- 
sion of the right of suffrage to all free white male 


etizens of the United States who had re- 
sided twelve months in the city immedi- 
ately preceding the election. The adop- 


tion of this principle was demanded by a due 
regard to the equal rights of our fellow citizens, 
whether they possessed property or not. It had 
been called for by a targe and respectable number 
of the citizens of Washington, of whom many were 
wealthy property holders,such as Mr. Travers, Mr. 


“Boyle, and others. Of three or four hundred peti- 
‘ioners, Whose names were on the memorial which 


he held in his hand, he had understood that two 
handred and thirty were owners of real estate. 
The idea, however, that property alone was 
affected by the proceedings of a city corporation, 
was prep: sterous. The liberty, interest and per- 
sonal eafety of every man within its limits, 


“wee liable to be affected by them. No prin- 


ciple ‘was more sacred that that of 
ty in the right of suffirage. 
fally belong to property. It attached to per- 
sons. It was the right of every citizen. It 
was too late in the day to claim property qualifica- 
tion as necessary to entitle the citizen to vote, 
whether in States or municipal corporations. This 
was not with bim a party quesiion. It was a fun- 
damental principle, and rose above all mere party 
views. The election by the people of magistrates 
and constables was another change proposed in the 
charter. This mode of appointing such officers 
had been successfully tried in several States. It 
secered better officers, and a greater and more 
efficient responsibility in the performance of 
their duties. All property qualifications in 
the mayor, aldermen, and members of the 
common ‘council, were also abolished. The 
power to ‘assess and levy a poll tax, li- 
mited to one dollar per annum, was given in the 
charter, but nct as a qualification for voting. The 
charter was limited to ten years, subject to repeal 


cquali- 
It cid not right- 


or modification at any time by Congress. He 
moreover proposed to modi‘y the bill so as to au- 
thorize the division of the city into any num- 
ber of wards, not more than ten, nor fewer than 


six, to secure as near an approach to ¢quality in | 


the populatin of each ward as possibie. He 
should move another amendment, prohibiting the 
eno!ment and registry of citizens with a view 
to the determination of the question who was or 
was not entitled to vote. We had all seen the 
wanton abuse of that power elsewhere for party 
purpeses. 

The motion to take up the bill was carried by 
the foilowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 


nan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, | 


Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Strange, Srurgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, and Wright—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Dixon, Knight, Mer- 
rick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Ruggles, Southard, 
and Talimadge—10. 

Mr. MERRICK remarked, as the Senate had 
determined to take up the bill and apparently pass 
it, after what he had said, he should take no 
further notice of the bill or the amendments. 

Mr. TAPPAN: Iam sorry that we are under 
the necessity of getting through this bill without 
the aid of the Senator from Maryland. Without 
his valuable services, I fear that we shall make 
but lame work of it; but we must get on as 
well as we can. 

Mr. T. then offered an amendment, which was 
agreed to, requiring the elections to begin at 9 
o'clock, a.m. and close at 7 p. m. and that the 
commissioners should declare the result of the vote 
before separating; and if the two boards should fail 
to appoint a commissioner, the electors should 
choose three viva voce, to conduct the election. 

Mr. DAViS spoke sirongly against passing the 
bill at this session, on account of the great impor- 
tance of the questions involved, and the want of 
time to consider them. Mr. D. did not know enough 
about them; and his only alternative at this time 
was, therefore, to vote against the bill. He alluded 
t» and deprecated the general disposition at this time 
to regulate the affairs of the District. 

Mr. NORVELL having replied briefly, 

Mr. ALLEN said that the proposition was to 
continue the charier of the city of Washington, 
with two or three amendments, the principal one of 
which is to extend the orbit of the elective fran- 
chise; and the question was, whether a portion of 
the citizens who are now disfranchised, should 
have extended to them those rights which they are 
now deprived of by a property qualification. Now 
the action on this proposition would demonstrate 
one fact to the country: that if in the ranks of the 
Democracy there prevailed some diversity of sen'i- 
ment in relation to the mode and extent of bank re- 
form, yet on the great and fundamental question of 
the right of suffrage, there was perfect unanimity— 
there was but one fecling—and that was to extend 
to every citizen the right of participating in the 
choice of those who were to make the laws by 
wh'ch he was to be governed. 

The amendments proposed by Mr. Norveti 
were all agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK asked that the memorial of the 
corporate authorities of Washington, remonsirat- 
ing against the passage of the bill, be read. 

Mr. WALKER hoped that it would be read, 
and fully considered, and particularly that portion 
of the memorial which opposed the right of suf- 
frage, and advocated the government of the city 
by property alone. . 

Mr. CLAY of Ala. merely wished to mention the 
fact that this was a remonstrance by the corporate 
authorities of the city of Washiogion, whose char- 
ter wasto be amended. They were protesting 
against several amendments which extended the 
right of suffrage, and modestly proposed to Con- 
gress not to give the people power to oust them 
from the power which they now hold. The only 
provision which seemed to be so very objection- 
able to them, was that giving to the people, on 
whom the laws operate, the power of choosing who 
are to make them, This bill iid not deprive these 
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corporate authorities of any rights, but it conferred 
on the people at large rights which they did not 
ho'd under the Jate charter. The principles embo. 
died in this bill were such as he had ever been jn 
favor of, and such as he would maintain as long as 
he cont nved to five. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved to lay the bill on 
the table; and, alter some remarks from Messrs 
ALLAN, MERRICK, and CLAY of Alabama. 
the motion was rejected—yeas 12, nays 26, as {o|, 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Hunt. 
ington, Knight, Merrick, Phelps, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and Whiie—j9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulion, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkiu, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson. 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wail, Williams, and Wright—26. : 

Mr. KNIGHT said if Congress should frame 
a form of Government for the city of Washington, 
it was the proper business of the citizens to invest) 
gate it,and adopt it for themselves. This mo. 
del, if passed, should be exhibited to them, ani 
thus Congress should ascertain whether it would 
be acceptable to them. . Let them all vote even on 
the liberal scale provided for by this bill, and if a 
majority were then against it, it ought not to be 
forced upon them. Butif the majority were in 
favor of it, Mr. K. would say amen to whatever 
they would say. 

Mr. NORVELL replied that the remarks of the 
Senator would be entitled to some weight, if we 
were about to form a new and fundamental consti- 
tution for the government of a people. In the pre- 
sent case, Congress were the legislators and rulers 
of the people of this District, made so by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. “The proposed bill 
was nothing more than an amended charter for the 
city, and had no reference to the great principles of 
government, so gravely and tritely urged by the 
Senator. The essential priaciple embraced in the 
amendmenis, was the extension of the right of suf- 
frage; and upon that sabject he should consult no- 
body. He could not mistake the rights or the 
wishes of any free people on that point. 

The bill was now ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grondy, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wail, Wil- 
liams, and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Knigh', 
Merrick, Phelps, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, and White—10. 

RETROCESSION OF ALEXANDRIA AND 
GEORGETOWN, 

Mr. MERRICK moved to take up the bill au- 
thorizing the President to ascertain the opinions of 
ihe peop e of the District of Columbia, not within 
the limits of the city of Washington, as to their 
being retroceded to Virginia and Maryland re- 
spectively. 4: 

Mr. GRUNDY spoke strongly in opposition to 
the motion. . 

Mr. MERRICK said the object was only to as- 
certain the wishes of the people. 

Mr. GRUNDY was opposed to any action on 
the subject. 

The vill was taken up by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Lienderson, Hubbard, 
King, Knieht, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Nichvtlas, 
Norvell, Paeips, Porter, Roane, Ruggles, Smivh of 
Connecticut, Southard, Sturgeon, Tailmadge, Tap- 
pan, Walker—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Grendy, Pierce, Sinith 
of Indiana, Strange, Wall, Wiiliams, Wright—+. 

Mr. ROANE spoke with great earuesiness 
against the bill. It wasa question even whetner 
Congress had the constitutional! power to pass it. 

He spoke of the great anger and exciiement 
which had recently been maniiested in the District, 
and which was known to all, and said the public 
mind ought to be allowed time to settle down be- 
fore proceeding at all on a measure of this kind. 
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Mr. MERRICK said this measure was not the 


mere result of anger or excitement. It had been 
stated here, by _a member on the other side ef the 
House, (Mr. Watxer,] and itis well known that 
Georgelown had a year ago sent in her cool peti- 
tion «o be retroceded, 

Mr. ROANE said he had alluded alone to the 

resent perturbed slate of the southern portion of 
the District. The retrocession, it was true, had 
been several times proposed, but was promptly put 
down; aud he believed it did not agree with the 
sober second thought of the people of the District 
Alexandria, in her cool] moments, would not re- 
ceive the proposition, hampered and overwhelmed 
as she was in debt. 

Mr. WALKER again urged the importance of 
the retrocession to the Government itself, and in- 
sisted ‘pat without it the seat of Government would 
be removed. 

Mr. GRUNDY again spoke earnestly against the 


bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to lay the bill finally on 
the table, and it was so ordered, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbaid, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Porter, Roane, 
Rogsles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, 
Talimadge, Lappan, Wall, White, Williams, and 
Wright—235. 

NAYs—Messrs, Allen, Calhoun, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Davis, Henderson, Knight, Merrick, Nov- 
vell, Phelps, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon and Walker—13. 

DIsTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. MERRICK presen'ed the memorial of 
Messrs. Kuriz, Van Ness, and Bradley, presidents 
of the Metropolis aad Patriotic Banks, and of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
praying the continuance of their banking powers, 
and thal of other banks, on the condition of their 
resuming and continuing specie payments, and con- 
ciuding with the form of a joint resolution, which, 
if passed by Congress, would be acceptable to them. 


Mr. WRIGHT moved that it be referred to the | 


Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ALLEN, with great emphasis, characterized 
this presenting of the form ef a joint resolution to 
be acied on by Congress as an insult on the coun- 
try represented in this Senate. 
on the table; which motion was negatived as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Linn, Lumpkin, Pierce, 
Porter, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, 
Walker, Wright—10. 

NAYS—Messts. Brown, Clay of Alabama, Clay- 
ton, Davis, D:xeon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, 
Huntington, King, Knight, Merrick, Mouton, Ni- 
cholas, Norveil, Pheips, Roane, Rolinson, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Wall, White—25. 

Mr. TAPPAN asked {ff a question which had 
been twice decided cculd be presented again? 

The CHAIR. Yes, half a dozen times. 

Mr. WRIGHT renewed his motion to refer the 
memorial to the District Committee, (Mr. MER- 
RICK remarking that this was equivalent to laying 
it on the table;) and it was so reterred. 

ARMY APPROPRIATIONS. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. WRIGHT, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill from the House making 
appropriations for the support of the army for the 
year 1840. 

Mr. W. proceeded to offer, severally, and ex- 
plain various amendments from commitiee, some of 
the first of which baving been agreed to without 
dissent— 

The appropriation ($12,000) for the purchase of 
an island in the Mississippi, near Fort Snelling, 
was debated by Messrs, CALHOUN, WRIGHT, 
TAPPAN, BUCHANAN, and BENTON, and 
agreed to by ayes 18, noes 17. 

The provision by committee, authorizing the 
President to suspend certain works at his discre- 
tion, was oppcsed by Mr. SOUTHARD and advo- 
cated by Mr. WRIGHT till the recess, 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained the object of the 3d 
section of the amendment—which was thal, in case 
the means of the Treasury, {rom any cause, should 


He moved to lay it | 
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not ve sufficient to meet ali the appropriations |! for which we have provided. I there soo d 


made by Congress, the President should be av- 
thorized to pstpone the expenditures for repairs 
and imprev' ments at ‘he Springfield armory; for 
repairs and improvements at the Harper’s Ferry 
armory; for the purchase of saltpetre and brim 
stone; for continuing the barracks, quarters, & ar 
Fort Leavenworth, at Fort Wayne, at Furt Smith, 
at Plattsbu'g, and at Fort Jesup, or such and so 
many of them, or such portions of each, as, in his 
judgment, after careful examination and inquiry, 
the condition of the Treasury shall demand aud the 
public interests will best permii; such postpone- 
menis, in each case, to be merely temporary, or 
until the close of the next session of Congress. 

Mr. SOUTHARD opposed this amenment in a 
sprech of considerable lengih. He was wiiling to 
make the appropriation for wha'ever might be ne- 
cessary; but he was utterly opposed to aliowing the 
matier to depend on the Executive will. It was in 
short transferring the powers of Congress to the 
hands of the Executive. It would be a step un- 
known to the legislation of any country, and was 
without precedent and utterly uncalled-for. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON expressed his regret that 
his health would not allow him to enter into this 
subject as fully as he desired. He condemned the 
amendment as Virtually transferring to the Presi- 
dent a power which ought never to be entrusted to 
any Executive. He did not mean to insinuate that 
the President would abuse it; but it was not proper 
to trust such irresponsible power with any man, 
however virtuous er exalted he might be. It was 
a temptation too strong. It gave the power to the 
Pie-ident to select favorite objects, and at such 
spots as best suited his inclination. For that rea- 
son, he considered it both dangeious and, under the 
circumstances, unnecessary. 

Mr. LUMPKIN took a different view. The 
discretion was limited to an intervening period, in 
case the money should not be in the Treasury. He 
could not see any alarming features in the mea- 
sure. 

Mr. WRIGHT defended the amendment at 
length, declaring the committee bad no other altcr- 
native than to make it discreticnary with the Presi- 
dent, who could best tell, from the information in 
his possession, where the expenditures might be 
suspended with least injury to the public service. 

Mr. SOUTHARD spoke for nearan hour against 
the amendment in al! its phases, and replied to the 
arguments of Mr. Lumpkin and Mr. Wricnr. The 
readiness with which gent!emen were willing to 
give discretionary power to the Executive was 
matter of regretto him. ‘There is no danger,” 
(say gentlemen.) That was the same siren song 
sung in Athens and Rome until liberty was lost. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON followed in some remarks 
explanatory to Mr. Wrianr. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said: It seems we are ina 
most de icate crisis, and that the Republic is on the 
very briak of ruin. We are on a precipice and are 
just about to tumble into the yawning destruction 
beneath. We have arrived at the very point in 
our career, according to the opinion of my friend 
from New Jersey [Mr. Sourwarp] where the Re- 
publics of Athens and Rome perished; and it would 
therefore be presumptuous in us to expect to sur- 
vive much longer. He has informéd us that the 
principle involved in this amendment is that which 
destroyed Athenian liberty aad deprived Rome of 
her free Government. Whilst the Republic was 
thus threatened with ruin, strange to say, the Se- 
nators in fatal security sat uaconcerned, reating 
their newspapers and writing their letters, utterly 
insensib!e of danger.« 

And what is this great danger. I have heard 
ruin to the Republic often predicted since 1 came 
into the Senate; but never with more force and ear- 
nestness than upon the present occasion. But is 
not all this “ocean into tempest wrought, to waft a 
feather cr to drown a fly?” What is the ques. 
toa now before the Senate? Unfornnately we 
ae very much in want of money, and our 
Treasury presents ‘a beggarly account of emp- 
ty boxes.” In this state of affairs, it will 
depen upon contingencies to which I need 
not advert, whether there will be sufficient money 
in the Treasury to pay all the appropriations 


not be, shat will be the consequence?  Unl:s 
this amendmentshail be adopted, the Pie i tent w il 
have uniimited di-creton over ali ine greaton) cts 
ot appropmation, aod he may select er erject 4 B cn 
of them he pl ases. he amvdmeut tora sr an 
exprers limuation, net an ex @asin, oF Executive 
discretion = Wetake up the genersl tit of ap- 
Propriations and select from uw what we deem 
to be the least imporant obj-e's: and we say lo 
the President, if you have n t money to pay all 
our appropriations then you shal with fa i 
trom thes* designated objects alone. Youru sere- 
tion shall be limited, and C ngiess, no: vou will 
decide how the m ney must be appled in case 
the revenue should prove insufficient ww mee ail 
the appropriations. Let humana impenuny tura 
and twist this question as it may, this s the resu ¢. 
The amendment is an abritgment of Execaive 
discretion. We may not have money enongh to 
accomplish all the objects provided tor by law; aad 
in such anevent we say to th Pr sideot that we 
will designate these objects with wh.ch we are 
willing to dispense. 

And this is the whole amendment! And this is 
the vast stretch of Executive power whch may 
destroy the Government! The President, for ex- 
ample, in case of a deficiency of money, is directed 
to dispense with the appropriations ‘lor barsacks, 
quarters, and storehouses,” and for the purctase of 
“saltpetre and brimstone,” and for othe: onj-cts, 
which I need not enumerate, and which ere not of 
great and pressing impertasce. Does nuit the Se- 
nator from New Jersey peiceive that this is an ex- 
press limitation on Executive power? Withwat it, 
if there should not be money in the Treasury suf- 
ficient to accomplish all the objects for whieh we 
have provided, the Presi’ent will have ihe uniimi'e:! 
rower of dispensing wih any appropriation which 
he may please. But we choose to exercre this ¢is- 
pensing power ourselves, and not to conier it on the 
Executive. 

It is trae that we m‘ght borrow more money; 
but we think it is wiser to reduce eur expendi ues 
than to increase our debt. If we cannot make all 
the improvem:nts we desire, we will not trust our 
Executive agent with the discretion of roaming 
over the whole list, and rejrcting such as he pleases. 
We perform this du'y for ourselves by the. present 
amendment, and give him his instructions: 

The Senator {rom New Jersey, wi'h all his inge- 
nuity, cannot make more than this out of the 
amendment. The President cannot expend more 
money than there isin the Treasury. If thee be 
not money enoagh for all the objects designated in 
our laws, without the amendment, he cow divert 
this money from any one of them, and apply it to 
another. But we say, and say very properiy, that 
he shall not exercise this power. Lt is much bet er 
that we should adopt this course, than either to boi- 
row money or trust to the anlimited discretion 
of the Executive. 

Mr. HUBBARD spoke for some time, aod with 
much zeal, in defence of the ameadment.. He al- 
luded to the bill which had passe’ ata prer ses- 
sion, where, at one sweep, discretion was given tc 
the President to raise 50,000 m nard 10,000,000 
dollars, and yet nothing had then been said av. ut 
discretionary power. 

Mr. SOUTHARD drew a wide distinetion be- 
tween the time when the country was threatened 
with a war with one of the most powerful navons 
of Europe, and dscretionary power granted ia 
time of peace, when there was no necessity for it, 
and whenit would be setting a dangerous precedent. 
Mr. S said he had two distinct acknow edgo-ents 
from the Senator from New Hampsbice,) (Mr. 
Heszarp:] Ist. That the I'reasory migot be in- 
competent to meet the expendi‘ures; and 2d. T! at 
these items were not indixpenSably neeessary, — If 
(said Mr S ) that is the ground on which the Be- 

aior stands, I put it to him and the whole: Senare 
whether it would not have been 'wiser to have 
stricken out those ivems than to leave the 
matter to Executive discretion? The money was 
in the Treasury, or it was not. If it was nul, why 
make the app.opriation? They had no rigi.t to 
throw the responsibijity on the President—it be- 


longed to Congress, 
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Mr. BUCHANAN did not profess t» have any 
wit, nor did he believe he had any; but if he had, 
he should be very sorry either “to burn or drown” 
the Senator init. His acquaintance with ancient 
history was not such as to inform him where, when, 
or how either Cesar or Alcibiades had destroyed 
the liberties of their respective countries by a pro- 
Vision similir to this amendment. That might be 
ewing to his own ignorance, which he hoped the 
Senator from New Jersey would condesceud to en- 
ighten. 

The Senator, said Mr. B. has replied to what he 
calls my wit, but notto my argument. He has 
wisely passed the latter over. What is the amend- 
ment but this?’ I have an estate on which I desire 
to expend $100,000 in the course of the year. I 
employ an agent to difect and superintend this ex- 
penditare. It depends, however, upon the ability 
and will of a bank which is indebied to me, 
whether I shall be able to place the whole amount 
of thissum in his hands. Under such citeum- 
stances, what would a wire man do? He would 
say to his agent, you shall not exercise the discre- 
tion of deciding what particular improvement you 
will arrestin case I am notableto furnish the 
whole $100.000. ‘This discretion I shall exercise 
for myself: and in case of a deficiency of means to 
accomplish the whole, you shall apply none of my 
money to such and such improvements, which, al- 
though important in themselves, must yreld to 
others of more pres-ing necessity and greater wiili- 
ty. And, sir, this is the true nature of the amend- 
ment now betcre the Senate; and yet, strange as it 
may seem, I! is strongly urged that it js an exten- 
sion of Executive discretion! This is the whole 
amendment; and human ingenuity may be defied 
to make any thing mare of it. What do we say by 
the amendment, to the President? If sufficient mo- 
ney should come in, you shall apply it to all our 
appropriations; but if it should not, you shall not 
expend any of it upon those objec's of minor im- 
portance which we have designa'e|. Ii is a clear 
limitation, notan exiension of Ex: cutive discretion. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. TALLMADGE otfered the following amend- 
ment, and urged the importance of i! to the unob- 
structed navigation of the Hudson river, and the 
preservation of the public works: 

Fifty thousand dollars, to be expended under the 
direction of the War Departmen’, in continuing 
such part of the public works already commenced 
as may be most indispensable, for the improvement 
«f the Hadson river above and below Albany; in 
credging and removing obstructions formed in said 
river near such works; in making necessary repairs 
tor the preservation of the existing public works 
on that river; and in providing for the care and 
preservation of the machinery and other public pro- 
perty connected with the said works, 

Mr. WRIGHT said he did not wish to be under- 
stood as recrimiua'iag upon his colleague; but his 
position as a member of the committee would 
compel him, whatever might be his feelings on the 
»uhjec’, 'o vole against the amendment. He was 
avare of ‘he importance of this improvement, and 
of the deep interest felt in it by the people of his 
Stat ; and were this amendment proposed to a bill 

making approprations for works of a kindred 
character, he wou'd most cheerfully give it his 
support. Batthe bill now before the Senate was 
one making appropriations for the supportof the 
army for the year 1840; while the improvements 
on the Hucson were of that class of wo: ks usually 
provided for in the harbor bill. Were tnis to be 
adopted by the Senate, he could not but inticipate 
that a mulitude of similar amendments wou!ld be 
proposed, whch would weigh down this important 
bill, and finally sink it. Had hiscolleague b:en aware 
of the pettinaci'y with which applications tor similar 
appropriations had been resisied ia the c mpnit'ee, 
he thought he wonld not have placed h min the 
unplea ant position of being compelle! ta vote 
agains! an imnrovement of so mach importance to 
his Siate, as! one ia which bis con-titueats felt so 
deep an interest. 

The amendment was rejec'ed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to amend the bill by 
inserting aa appropriation of $6,000 for an outfit 
for the Minister resident at Constantinopie. 
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Mr. CLAY of Alabama opposed it. He said it 
was distinctly understood at the time when Com. 
Porter was raised from a Charge that there was to 
be no ou fit, and he hoped that it would not be in- 
troduced in this bill. 

Mr. BENTON and Mr. WALKER both advo- 
cated it. 

Mr. SOUTHARD did not like the idea of mak- 
ing outfits years after the post «f resident Minister 
had beer created. If the Senator from Pennsylva- 
n'a would move to place Com. Porter on the same 
ground with other Ministers, he would cheerfully 
sive it his support. He thought, at the present 
suneture, it was all-important to have a competent 
Minis’er at the court of the Sultan. 

Mr. BUCHANAN spoke from personal know- 
ledge of the inadequacy of the salaries to maintain 
ministers in foreign countries. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama called for the yeas and 
nays, when there appeared for it—yeas 19, nays 15, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Caihoun, Cuthbert, Falton, 
Grundy, Linn, Norvell, Smith of Indiar a, Stange, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, and 
W hite—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clayton, 
Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Robinson, Southard, 
Williams, and Wrieht—15. 

Mr. TALLMADGE now offered the following 
amer dment: 

“That $6,000 be expended rzder the direction of 
the Secretary of War, in making the necessary re- 
pairs for the preservation cf the public works on 
Hudscn river, above and below Albany, and pro- 
viding for the care and pressrvation of the ma- 
chinery and other public property connected with 
said works.” 

Mr. T. again pressed on the Senate the necessity 
of the adoption of the amendment. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Davis, 
Dixon, Knigh', Merrick, Phe'ps, Rubinson, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Ta!imadge, Waiker, aod 
White—13. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Strange, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall,and Williams—21. 

Mr. STRANGE moved to amend the Dill by 
appr: priating $5,000 for the purchase of a town lot 
adjoining the site of the arsenal at Fayetteville, in 
Noith Carolina. 

The question having been taken on the amend- 
ment, it was negatived. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to insert an ap- 
propriation of $12,000 for the purchace of an 
island at the coniluence of the St. Peier’s ane Mis- 
Sissippi rivers. 

This motion was debated at some length by 
Messrs. BUCHANA'\, HENDERSON, CLAY 
of Alabama, WALKER, and others. 

The motion was adopted by a vote of 16 to 13. 

The question was here taken ca agreeing with 
the commiitce in vesting the discretionary power 
in the President to postpone certain expenditures, 
and edopted 

Mr. STRANGE here renewei his motion to 
amend the bill by inserting the appropriation of 
$5,000 for the purchase of the site adjoining the 
United States arsenal near Fayetteville. 

Mr. S. said, so far as appropriations were con- 
cerned, it would seem that North Carolina was 
scarcely known to the Union. On this motion he 
should demand the yeas and nays. 

The quesiion was taken by yeas and nays, when 
there appeared for it 16, against it 16; so the mo- 
tion was lost. » 

T\e question was then taken on the engross- 
ment, and carried 

The private calender was taken up, and the fol- 
lowing bills were considered in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reaing, and were subsequent'y read a third time 
and passed. 

An act for the relief of Cornelius Tiers; 


An act for the relief of Ebenezer Lobde!!; 

An act for the relief of certain settlers on 
Salt Lick reservation in the western distiict of Te. 
nessee; 

An aet for the relief of Pierre Molaison the 
widom of Pierre Richoux, Alexander Comeay 
Alice L. Foley, the widow of John Foley and 
Frane’s Martia, of the State of Louisiana. 

An act for the relief of the children of Sie 
Johnson; 

An act for the relief of William Marbury; 

Anact confirming the claim of Avgastine La. 
coste to a tract of land therein named; 

An act for the relief of Mary Sroufe; 

An act for the relief of John L. Bowman and 
Enoch J. Noyes; 

An act for the relief of Oliver Welch; 

An act for the relief of John A. Faunce an) 
Oliver Perrin, 

An act fer the relief of the widow and heirs-a). 
law of the Lewis Grant Davidson, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Boggs and Thompson 
Robert and Thomas Hutchinson, and others; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Latham; 
were severa'ly read three times and passed, 

A joint resolution directing the transfer to the 
State of Maryland of the stock in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal Company, standing in the name of 
the United States, upon certain condiiions, was 
passed and sent to the House for concurrence. 

An act from the House for the relief of the 
sureties and heirs and representatives of Melancion 
W. Bostwick, deceased, was, on motion of 
Mr. Benton, amended by adding a section for 
the relief of Mary W. Thompson, widow of Co), 
Alexander Thompson, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and subsequently read a third 
time, and passed. 

The following bills were considered, and laid on 
the table: 

A bill for the relief of Eliza Causin, daughter 
and heir of John H. Stone, deceased; 

A bill making provision for the adjustment of the 
title to a site for a light-house on the Roanoke 
marshes, in North Carolina; 

A bill granting to the county of Kent, in the 
State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption to a 
quarter section of land; 

A resolution authorizing the purchase, for the 
use of the United States, of the banking house of 
the Bank of Aiexandria; 

A bill granting to the State of Illinois the right 
of way through the public lands of the United 
States, and for oshet purposes; 

A bill to relinquish to the State of Indiana the 
title of the Unite: States to eight acres of land, 

A bill for the relief of James McCrory; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Frederick 
Seigle; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Jordan, deceased, la'e a captain in the 
continental line of artillery artifices. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


——— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, July 17, 1840. 


After the reading of the journal, 

Mr. STANLY moved an amendment of the 
journal of Thursday, giving his reasons why he did 
not vote for tne resolution submitted by Mr. Crap. 
man of Alabama, proposing to instruct the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to report a bill to prevent 
the admission of negroes into the naval service. 

Aiter some conversation between Messrs. Srav- 
Ly, Dromaou.k, and the Cnair, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to the entry of rea- 
son for votes on the journal. Ii was unprecedent- 
ed, and would lead to bad practices. 

Mr. STANLY moved to suspend the rules, and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and najs 
which, having been ordered, were—yeas 99, 
nays 69. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules for the 

urpose. 
: aa BOTTS and PROFFIT proposed amend: 
ments to the journal; which were agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, from the 
Committee of Elections, in the case of the con- 
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tested election from Massachusetts, reported the 
following resolution: : 

Resolved, That the Commiitee of Elections be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 

jitions of certain electors of the 6h Congression- 
a! District of the State of Massachusetis, alleging 
that Osmyn Baker, the situng member from that 
district, Was not duly elected a member of the 
Hoose of Representatives; there being no evi- 
dence produced to the commistee in support of the 
allegations of the petitioners, and the time limited 
by agreement of parties and the authonty of the 
committee, for completing the taking of the same, 
having expired on the 4th Monday of May last. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said this was a unanimous 
report of the committee, and he therefore moved 
the adoption of the resolution, and on that motion 
moved the previous question, which received a 
second, and the main question Raving been ordered, 
the question was put, and the resolution was 
agreed to. , 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, made a report from the majority of that com- 
mittee, in relation to the seat of Cuartes Nayior 
frem the third Congressional district of Pennsylva- 
nia, which was contested by Charles J. Ingersoll. 
Said report was accompanied by the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That Cuaries Naytor was Culy elected 
amember of the House of Representatives for the 
Twenty sixth Congress, from the Tuird Congres- 
sional District in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MEDILL, from the minority of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, submitted a report of the 
views of the minority on the said contested elec- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, both reports 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina (‘he rules 
having been suspended for that purpese) made a 
personal explanation im relation to certain speeches 
of Dr. Duncan, which he alleged on the authority 
of a paper in North Carolina, had been sent to his 
ds'rict under his frank. Mr G. said it wasa fraud 
which he could not account fir, and disclaimed hav- 
ing !ranked any such specches. 

{A few days ago some of the Democratic mem- 
bers were franking, as they thought, public docu- 
ments to their consiituents; but they accidentally 
discovered that, instead of the packages containing 
public documents, they contained the lives of Har- 
rison aud Harrison pictoral Almanacs, which, no 
doubt, had been inadveriently done in the folding 
room of ithe Capitol by the boys. It was, in al! pro- 
bability, in the same manner, that Mr. Granam 
franked those speeches 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House then re- 
solved itself into a Commitee of the Whoie, Mr. 
Dromaooce in the chair, and resumed the conside- 
ration of the 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending was on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Jones, appropriating $45,000 for 
the removal of the Winnebago Indians from Wis- 
konsin to the neutral ground b: yond the Mississippi, 
the creation of a gris mill, ete. 

Mr. BELL opposed the amendment, and at 
some length gave his reasons therefor. 

Mr. JONES explained, and produced letiers from 
tte Governor of Wiskonsin and cther sources, 
showing that the removal of the Winnebagoes was 
essential to the safety of cur citizens in that quarter, 

Mr. EVERETT move toamend the amend- 
ment, by siriking out $45,000, and inserting 
$100,000, which would provide for the protection 
of the Winne5agoes after their removal. 

Mr. JONES objected to the amendment of Mr. 
Everett, on the ground that sufficient provision 
was already in contemplation for their protection. 

After some brief remarks from Mess's. CRA- 
RY, and CHAPMAN of Sowa, the amendment to 
the amendment was negatived. 

The questicn then being on the amendment of 
Mr. Jcnvs, it was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES then moved to amend by inserting 
$36,265 40 for carrying isto effect a treaty with 
the Stockbridge and Munsee tribe of Indians, made 
Septemter the 3d, 1839, and ratified May 16:h, 
1840. 
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Mr. PROF FIT commenced a speech in wh'ch he 
censured the Secretary of the Treasury for net in- 
seruing this apprepriation in the annual estimates at 
the commencement of the ses:ion. 

Mr. JONES a-ked the member how it was p)s- 
sible for this appropriation to be coniained in ‘he 
annual! estimates, when the treaty was not ratified 
until May the 16th, seveial months after those esti 
mates were given in? 

Mr. PROFFIT then resumed and concluded his 
remarks on another issue. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio followed, and gave his 
views in opposition tothe amendment; and the hour 
of half past two o’clock having arrived, 

The CHAIR [Mr. DromGoote] rose, and beg- 
ged most respectfully to inform the gentleman from 
Ohio, hat as the time had arrived when it was cus- 
tomary for the House to take a recess he would be 
pleased to suspend his remarks. 

The Hous accordingly took the usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

The consideration of the Indian appropriation 
bill was resumed in Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
DromGoote in the chair. 

The question pending was on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Jones, appropria‘ing $36 265 40 for 
carrying into effect a treaty with the Sockbridge 
and Munsee tribes of Indians, made September the 
3d, 1839, and ratified May the 16h, 1840. 

After some remarks from Messrs. DAVIS of 
Kentncky, BARNARD, EVANS, RICE GAR. 
LAND, McKAY, VANDER?OEL., RHETT, 
COOPER of Georgia, MASON, BIDDLE, and 
BELL, with explanations by Mr. JONES, the 
amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. BELL moved to amend, by inserting the 
following: ‘“‘ior holding a treaty with the Cherokee 
Indians, including all the different interests and di- 
visions which exist among them, upon the basis of 
their right to adopt any form of government which 
they, or a majori'y of them, may think proper, to 
elect their own officers or chiefs, and e-tablish any 
law or regulation they may deem best for their wel- 
fare and happiness, provided they de not conflict 
with the Coastitation and laws of the United States, 
applicable to their affairs, five thousand dollars.” 

Mr. BELL commenced a speech in support of 
his amendment, when it being obvious that no quo- 
rum was piesent, on motion, the committee rose, 
and that fact was reported to the House. 

A mition to adjourn was then made simultane- 
ously by several membess; and it was negatived— 
yeas 26, nays 70 

M:. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House, 
which was orcered, and the roll being caliel, 109 
members answered to their names. 

By general consent all further proceedings in the 
call were then dispensed with, and the House again 
resolved itself into a Commitiee of the Whole on 
the Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. BELL resumed his remarks, and at great 
lengih gave a detailed history of all the circun.- 
stances relating to the obligation between the Go- 
vernment and the Cherokee nation. 

He was followed by Messrs. EVERETT, 
SHEPARD, POPE, and others, who gave their 
views on the policy of the Government’, as pursned 
towards the Cherokees. 

The question then being put on the amendment, 
it was discovere# that not more than fifty members 
were present, halfof whom were asleep. 

It being now about eleven o’clock, and those 
present not being willing to re-enact the farce of 
spending seven or eight hours in procuring a qno- 
rum, were understood to consent that the amend- 
ment should be considered as agreed to, reserving 
the right to vote upon it when the bill shouid be 
reported. 

Several amendments involving private claims 
were then moved and rejec'ed. 

At 1 o’clock the committee again rose. 

Several ineffectual motions to asjourn were 
made. 

Those who veted in favor of an adjournment, 
then, by wav of retaliaticn, refused to vote for a 
call of the House, and thus much time was ccn- 
sumed in such motions—the House refusing to ad- 
journ, and also refusing to order a call. 


By general consent, the House went again into 
commiitee. 

At half past one, Mr. BOTTS said it was evi- 
dent the bill could not be reported at that time. 
Besides, he was not willing that sO important an 
appropriaton bill should be deeided by thirty 
members, one half of whom were asleep. He 
therefore moved that the commitice rise, 

The vote on this motion being taken, no quorum 
voted. 

The commi'tee then rose, and that fact was re- 
ported to the House. 

Alter some debate of a desultory character on the 
fate of the bill, should it Le deferred until to-mor- 
row, 

At a quarter before two o'clock, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, July 18, 1840. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of se- 
veral hundred citizens of Alexandria city and 
county, praying that they might be receded by Con- 
gress to the State of Virginia. The memorial was 
in two form3; one of them simply ask:ng a retro- 
cession, the other assigning as a reason for it the 
oppressions of the Goverament, under which they 
were now suffering. Read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, with the aggregate number 
of names. 

Also, the memorial of the stone-cutters on the 
new Treasury building, asking to be remunerated 
for the two months’? ime which they were out cf 
employ, for the alleged want of an appropriation 
by Congress. After a few remarks by Mr. MER- 
R'CK and Mr. GRUNDY for, and by Mr. HUB- 
BARD against the petition, it was referred to the 
Commitiee on the Public Buildings. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of John Ross, 
in behalf of certain Indian warriors, and praying 
pensions forthem. Mr. D. also obtained leave for 
Mr. Ross t> withdraw the papeis heretofore pre- 
sented on this subject. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the Committee on 
Commerce were discharged trom the further con- 
sideration of a great variety of subjects, the repeal 
of the act of March, 1837, buoys and a harbor in 
Delaware Bay, light-house on Brandy wiue Shoa!s, 
fog bells near Boston, etc. 

EXTRA ALLOWANCES. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate, repo:ted a re- 
solution, propo ing to make various extra allow- 
ancrs to the oflicers, messengers, and other atten- 
dants of the Senate. 

Mr. FULTON having proposed to amend the 
resolution, by adding the Secretary, c.erks, and va- 
rious other officers employed in and about the 
Capitol, and discussion ensuing thereou— 

Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. Presijent, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on the Contingent Exp-uses 
of the Senate, I consider it my duty to state that! 
do not consider myself in the slightest degree 
responsible for the report of the committer just 
made to the Senate. Indeed, sir, (said Mr. L) I 
entirely dissent from that report, Moreover, sir, 
I feel it to be my cuty to state that the report is 
directly adverse to the agreement and prine:ples 
laid down by the committee, when in conference 
yesterday on th s subject. 

1 have, sir. ‘ully examined this subject, and have 
been surprised t» find the loose and careless man- 
ner in which the contingent fund set apart for tue 
expenses of the Senate is applied, so far as the 
payment of officers, messengers, and other persons 
in the employ of the Senate, is concerned. And 
whatever of impropriety there may be in this mat- 
ter, I consider jus ly chargeable to the Senate, and 
io no one else. Tne Cflivers, messengers, and 
others, in the employ of the Senate, have salaries 
and per diem pay, fixed either by law or resolu. 
lion, which app: ars on your statate book, in plain 
and explicit terms; but, sir, th’s practice, now pro- 
posed to be continued, of giving extra allowance 
and gratuities, by the introduction of a resolution, 
at the clo e of each session of Congress, has wholly 
changed the real amount of salary and compensa- 
tion received by these officers and messengers, 
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Their nominal pay, and real pay, is altogether dif- 
ferent. 

My desire was, and still is, to give to these per- 
sons a reasonable and adequate compensation for 
their services, and to fix and define that compensa- 
tion by law, and leave nothing to the uncertainty 
and confusion of such a moment as the present. It 
is known to every S. nator pre-ent that on the near 
approach of the adjournment of Congress, it is ex- 
ceedingly difficult 10 obtain that due consideration 
and strict attention which is always desirable to a 
proper discharge of the important duty of fixing sa- 
laries, and appropriating the public money. Ihave 
no disposition to withhold from any person con- 
nected with the service of the Senaie a just and 
equitable compensation; and I consider the most 
certain mode of ensuring th’s object, isto leave no- 
thing to uncertainty. Ll econsider my plan the best 
calculated to ensure the ends of justice, both to the 
Government and the individuals whose intere.ts 
are involved in this subject. Bat, sir, I do protest 
against the practice of giving to salaried officers and 

diem agenis and messengers of the Govern- 
ment, extra allowances and gratuitics. Itis our 
cuty fo investigate and determine the value and 
amount of services rendered (he Government by 
each officer and agent, and fix the compensation ac- 
cordingly. We sbould not veil or mask appropri- 
ations of money in a vegue or amb guoas manner, 
Salaries aad cou pensation shou'd bein reality what 
they appear to be. Under the system now in prac- 
tice, in regard to the payment of persons in the em- 
ployment of the Senate, it is difficult to ascertain 
what is the amount of pay of any one of these indi- 
viduals. 

From a paper which I now hold in my hand, 
and which exhibits the facts, names, and items, it 
may be seen, that the clerks, cflicers, messengers, 
and others, in the service of the Senate, from the 
Ist of December, 1838, to the Ist of Decen ber, 


1839, inclusive, in every instance, net only re- 
ceived allowances for ex'ra services, bul gratuities 
of from two to three hundred collars eech—making 


an aggregate in gratuities of about five thousand 
dollars in one year to these persons. The principa! 
clerk in the office of the Secretary of the 
is al'owed by law a saiary of $1,800; ye', in the 
last year, he actually received $2,700. The Exe- 
cutive clerk’s salary is $1500; whereas he actually 
received $2 200. Four other clerks, whose salaries 
are $1,500 cach, received, during the last year, 
$1,700 each. Andin a similar proportion will be 
found the atlowances made to the messengers, and 
others. 

Mr. President, how can we justify this mede of 
distributing the public mone,? Sir, if you employ 
persons to do your own private work or business, 
do you not have some definite understanding upon 
the subject of wages? and when the work is com- 
pleted, are you in the habi of seeking for pretexts 
and excuses to add to the pay and compensation of 
these who have done your Do you put 
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your hand in your own privaie pocket, and hand 
out your money, by hundreds and thousands of 
dollars, as extra allowances, or gratuities? No, sir, 


none of us actithus in regard 
gerns. 


our private con- 


How, then, can we justify ourselves in 


taking the money of our constituents for such pur- 
pores? 
For myself, I can take no such liberty or lati- 


tude with the public purse. I repeat 
that I am ready and disposed to 
and every person employed by the S 
and adequate compensation. [| ent 
respectful feelings to 
I have no complaiat against any 
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agan, sir, 
give to each 
nate ample 
riain kiod and 
these persons. 
ie of them. I 
have uniformly found them all disposed in a_ be- 
coming manner to discharge their respective daties. 
I entertain kind feelings to these persons, in 
deration of their uniiorm attention to 
which I have found it necessary to make for their 
services. My greatest objectioa to this annual call 
for extra allowanecs an? gratuities, is mingled with 
mortification at the indelicacy of such diseu: 
as We are now engaced in, while no consideration 
shall intimidate ne from exposing what I con 
improper practices in disbursing the public moury. 
Yet I feel a becoming reiluctance, when a faithinl 
discharge of duty urges upon me the necessity of 
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dwelling, as I am now doing, upon what f consider 
the abuses in any department of the public expen- 
ditares. I feel, sir, that the character and dignity of the 
Senate, as wel! as the respectability of the persons 
concerned in this investigation, shou'd induce the 
Senate to fix definitely the amount of compensa- 
tion, which may be deemed proper for every per- 
son in its employ; and hereafter avoid discussions 
on this subject of granting extra allowances and 
eratuities at the close of every session of Con- 
gress, 

Mr. President, let us avoid this humiliating 
scramble for increase of pay. Iam disposed to 
mete out justice to all, without special favor or 
partiality to any individual. If you continne these 
extra allowances for the present session, I protest 
against the proposition of extending it to one por- 
tion of the persons in your service, While you ex- 
clude another portion not less faithful and merito- 
rious; and persons too, who are more important to 
the interest and service of the country, so far as the 
legislation of Congress is concerned. 

Sir, | consider the office of the Secretary of the 
Senate, and the clerkships subordinate to, and 
connected with that office, of great importance to 
the country. Itshould never be held by any per- 
son, Who is not possessed of high qualifications 
and character. It isan office, the daties of which 
cannot be well discharged by persons of ordinary 
qualifications. [ am pleased*to say, sir, that of- 
fice, in all its branches, is discharged with 
great ability and fid-iity to the public ‘interest. 
1 therefore, sir, fee! great reluctance in lending my 
aid or sanction to any measure which muy serve 
to discriminate between the present Secretary of 
the Senate and hss clerks, and those persons who 
are in the subordinate employ of the Senate, to the 
disparagement of our Secretary or his clerks. 

Sir, if the extra allowances are to be continued 
to most of the persons who are in the employ of 
the Senate, [ will net consent to withholding from 
the Secretary and his clerks the same justice and 
liberality which we extend to all others. 

Opposed as I am to the whole system and prac- 
tice of extra pay, ye' I will not consent to increase 
the evils of sucha practice, by a partial applica- 
tion of liberality, which is calculated te disparage 
merit, and subject the Senate to the imputation of 
the exercise of a partial system of arbitrary fa- 
vor'tism 

Mr. President, it is the duty of the Senate to sys- 
tematize this whole business. The duties of the 
Serzeant-at-arms and Doorkeeper, and of his as- 
Sistant, with all their subordinates, ought to be de- 
fined, and their several! compensations fixed by 
law. And, sir, should it be my lot again to have 
the duty assigned to me in part to atiend to these 
mauers, I shall persevere in my efforts to correct the 
evil of complexity which in many cases exists in re- 
gard to puolic expenditures. And if 1am not con- 
nectcd with this service, | hope it may be confided 
to abler hands, and I shall convent myself with 
having brought the subject to the attention of the 
Senate. 

Messrs. KNIGHT, FULTON, GRUNDY, 
CLAY of Alabama, DAVIS, MEU RICK, TALL- 
MADGE, and CALHOUN, thought that the pre- 
sent pericd, atthe close of a very protracted and 
arducus ses-ion, dering which the officers of the 
Senate ha’ distinguished themselves by fidelity to 
their duties, was an inauspicious time to commence 
reform in a practice heretofore sanctioned by the 
Senate. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes 33, noes 
7; and the resolution, as amended, was adopied— 
ayes Al, noes 8. 

CHARTER OF WASHINGTON. 

The bill to aber and continue the charter of 
the city of Washing'on having been read a third 
time, 

Mr. NORVELL said, that he asked the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to propose an amend- 
ment which had been rendered necessary by the 
omission of a clause in copying the original char- 
ter. He had not, in reading over the manuscript 
copy, particularly compared it with the bock con- 
taining the o!d charter. The fault was his in let- 
ting this error escape his detection He was bound 
to take it upon himself, because it was his duty to 


have been more particular in his examination ,/ 
the copy. He believed, however, that the Omission 
in transcribing, had been accidental. The mie 
sion related to the summary power vested jn the 
corporation to punish servants or slaves in Cer iain 
cases. He regreited the necessity of su P'ndin, 
the progress of the bill even for a momen; but : 
the Senate would consent to the proposed amen(. 
ment, the bill would be at their disposition, and he 
should have discharged his duty. , 

Mr. N. then sent the following amendments ,, 
the Secretary’s table: 7 

In section 11 of the printed bill, line 67, after 
words “‘meetings-of,” insert “‘slaves;” afer “pp, 
lattoes,” insert “and to pnnish such slaves 
whipping, not exceeding forty stripes.” 

In same section, line 98, atier word “marriages » 
insert “to punish eorporeally any colored seryan: 
or slave for a breach of any of their Jaws or 0,4). 
nances, unless the owner or holder Of such seryay) 
or slave sha'l pay the fine in such cases provided,» 

Mr. MERRICK would not object, if there 
was an understanding there should be no ai. 
tempt to pacs the bill; buat he proceeded ty 
remark on the great haste with which this 
bill had been pressed forward, in spite of the 
earnest remonstrances of himseif, Mr. Davis, and 
others, Afier the bill was in this manner ordered 
to be engrossed, it was found that there was ap 
ex'racrdinary omission of a portion of the bij, 
Mr. M. made these remarks simply for the pur. 
pose of showing, @ fertiori, that if so great and 
palpable an omission could get through the Senate 
in its hurry of proceeding, how much more might 
wrong, important, and intricate provisions thu 
get through without due consideration, even if they 
were discovered at all 

Mr. NORVELL said that the progress of the 
bill-had been characterized by no haste, nor by 
any thing unusnal. It had been printed and laid 
on our tables a month ago. He was astonished a! 
the remark of the honorable Senator with regard to 
what he was pleased to call the extraordinary 
omission in the bill. Things of that ‘kind often 
took place. No one could more deeply regret 
such an omission than he did on the present occa: 
sion, as it might afford a pretext for the postpone: 
ment cf the bill. But after the explanation which 
had pass:d between himself and the honorable 
Senator on the subject, he considered his remarks 
as uncalled for. No one who knew his centimns 
could doubt the probity of bis course on the poini 
under consideration. The charge of imdiseretion 
on the part of the Senaie in its proceeding? on the 
bill, was also entirely gratuitons. It was not 
founded in any correct view of the subject. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was fearfa] that 
time enough did not remain to perfect ihe bill at 
this session, and to secure iis passage in the other 
House. He was anxious for its success; and he 
hoped that no objection would be made to ihe 
amendment proposed by his friend from Michigan. 

Mr. DAVIS objected to the reception of any 
amendment. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama then said, as the objec: 
tion of any Senator was fatal to this bill in its pre- 
sent stage, he should have to move fo lay it on the 
table. But he gave notice that early in the next 
session its friends would renew it, and endeavor to 
effect its passage. 

The bil! was laid on the table. 

The bill to amend the act to grant certain relin- 
guished and utappropriated lands to the State of 
Alabama for the purpose of improvicg the navi- 
gation of the Tennessee, Coosa, Cahawba, and 

lack Warrior rivers, having been read a third 
time, : 

It_was discussed at some lengih by Messrs. 
GRUNDY, CLAY of Alabama, and CALHOUN, 
and, on motion of Mr. GRUNDY, Jaid on the ta- 
ble for further amendment at the next session. 

CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. MERKICK, took 
up (by yeas 22, nays 13) the joint resolution to cede, 
cn certain conditions, the stock of the United States 
in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to the State of 
Maryland. , 


Mr. MERRICK explained and advocated the re. 
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colption, remarking on the existing delay in the 
ores of the work, and urging the great desire 
Pre rarvland that it should be completed, and the 
 sbability, or rather certainty, that the United 
8 es would appropriate no more money, and 
sald receive no profit from the work without such 
appropriation. oh : ' 

Mr. C \LHOUN said it was too late in the ses- 
son to act upon this bill, but, at the next session, 
vr, C. would be in favor of a relinquishment by 
‘ne Government of all rights of this kind, 

Mr. MERRICK said Maryland was $7,000,000 
y debt, aud must lose the interest on this sum 
ynless the canal should becompleted. The interest 
of that sum for one year was to her very impor- 
ant, and if Congress should now pass this resolu- 
yon, the Government of Maryland would forthwith 
convene the Legislature, they would comply with 
the terms, the completion of the work would be 
hastened, and “Maryland saved from very heavy 


Iesses. 

Messrs. TAPPAN, SMITH of Connecticut, 
WALKER, an! ALLEN, spoke in favor of the 
immediate relinquishment of the stock by the Oni- 
ted States, as that which would yield them no profit; 
and by them ought never to have been possessed. 

Mr. BENTON was ready to act upon the ques- 
ticn now: with him there was no reason for a 
pestponement to the next session. His mind had 
long been directed to the character and progress of 
this canal. He was one of the few who voted 
against the United States subscription of a million 
oi doliars to ils stock fifteen years ago. He then 
thought the United States ought not to engage in 
the work, and he now thought they ought not to 
continue in it. As a general proposition, he thought 
it was wrong for the United States to engage in these 
undertakings; consequently, asa genera! proposi- 
tion, he thought it right to get out of them. In 
this point of view, he had advocated all! the prosi- 

tions to sell out the United States stocks of ail 
sorts, Whether in a National Bank ora national road, 
orin canals, He had been in favor of selling the 
United States stock in the Bank of the United Siates; 
and that stock was sold in good time—when it was 
at 16 above par, instead of being, as itis now, at 30 
below it. He had been in favor of ceding the 
Cumberland road to the States through which it 
passed; and the cession was made—not a sale, but 
acession. He was in favor of dissolving the con- 
nection between the United States and all companies 
or corporations, and with all State undertakings. 
Acting on these general principles, he was in favor 
of dissolving the connection between the United 
States and the canal in question; and the only ques- 
tion was as to the terms. Does the joint resolution, 
said Mr. B. propose a cession, or a sale at the mar- 
ket price? 

[Mr. Merrick answered, it proposed a relin- 
quishment of the interest of tie United States in the 
canal to the State of Maryland, on certain condi- 
tions, &e } 

Mr. B, said he believed there was no practical 
diff-rence between a sale and a relinqui-hment. If 
sold, it could only be at the market price; and if 
bought, it cou!d only be by the State of Maryland. 
Now the market price, he presumed, was nothing. 
He supposed that, in he presend conidiiion of the 
canal, iis steck would have no market value, and, 
therefore, that any attempt to make sale of the 
stock held by the United States would be nnga'ory 
If, therefore, it was desirable, as he be- 
lieved it to be, for the United Svates to become dis- 
connected from the work, he saw no w ay to do but 
to follow the policy adopted in the case of 
the Cumberlana read, and make a_ cession. 
Mr. B. believed that there were several peculiar 
reasons for this cession in the present case. The 
United States had subscribed a million of dollars to 
the work, and thereby encouraged the State to go 
on withit, and toenlarge and aogment it. This 
million was now worth nothing, and if it becomes 
valuable, it must be made so by expenditures and 
sacrifices on the part of Maryland; she must resus- 
Citate it; for it was quite certain the United States 
would make no farther subscription to it. He was, 
therefore, in favor of the cession. It will strength- 
en ihe State—it will encourage it—it will increase 
ts inducements to prosecute the work. In our 
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hands it is of no use to the United States, or to the 
State; in her hands it will be of some use to her im- 
mediately, and to the United Srates eventually. 

The resolution was ordered to be engrossed. | 





On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the bill for the issue 
of certain general land warrants was considered 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

The joint resolution from the House, authorizing 
the sendiog of certain bi!ls between the two Houses, 
was received and 2greed to. 

The joint resolution reported fromthe Committee 
on Public Buildings, to provide compensation for 
the stone catters on the public buildings, was taken 
up, and, after being so amended as to include 
“other workmen,” was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the joint resolu- 
tion ceding the stock of the United Siates in the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to Maryland, on cer- 
tain conditions, was read a third time and passed. 

The Senate then took up the bills from the 
House on the general orders and disposed of the 
sime, 

Mr. MERRICK now moved to take up the joint 
resolution which had been ordered to a second 
reading, chartering the banks of the District for 
one year,fon condition of their paying specie, &c. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he objected to taking up the 
time of the Senate, which could be more profitably 
emp!oyed than in discussing the chartering of broken 
banks. ‘These institutions seemed determined not 
to take “Ne” for an answer, but had again thrust 
thenselves forward to plague the Senate with their 
importunities. He thought it a very strange course 
of proceeding. 

Mr. MERRICK said the subject had been fully 
discussed before, and he would not again trouble 
the Senate with any remarks. He was extremely 
desirous, for the sake of the interests of the people 
of this District, that the resolution should be passed 
on, and he really hoped the Senator from Ohio 
would not object to its being taken up and dis- 
posed of, 

Mr. TAPPAN. [ask the yeas and nays on the 
proposition to take it up. 

The yeas and nays being granted, there appeared 
for it 22, against it 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayten, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Grundy, Hen- 
dersen, Knight, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Presioa, 
Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Williams, and 
Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 
bard, Linn, Lumpkin, Norvell, Pierce, Robisson, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, and 
Wall—13 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out all after the enacting clause and in-ert- 
ing the bill which had been ordered to be engrossed 
and afterwards rejected by the Senate, [It made 
the stockholders liable, prevented the banks from 
paying other than their own notes, and provided for 
redeeming all their liabilities in specie, &c } 

Mr. MERRICK made an explanation in relation 
to the subject. 

Mr. GRUNDY gave his reasons why he should 
feel himse!f bound to vote against the proposition of 
the Senator from Ohio. He regarded the whole as 
a mere temporary measure for the relief of the peo- 
ple of the District. . 

The questin was debated by Messrs. ALLEN, 
SOUTHARD, and HENDERSON, 

When the question was taken on the adoption of 
Mr. ALLEN’s substitute, and decided in the nega- 
iive: Yeas 9, nays 21—as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Allen, Beaton, Buchanan, Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin, Sturgeon, Tappan, Waker, and 
Wright—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderton, Clay of Alabama, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulten, Grundy, Hunt- 
ington, King, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Po:ter, Ruggles, Smith of Ind:ana, South- 
ard, Tallmadge, Whie, and Young—21. 

Mr. TAPPAN here moved to strike out those 
sections in the bill relating to the restrictions of 
confining the power to issue notes to the banks. 

Mr. T. made a long abd able speech in favor of 
the principles of free banking, but the metion was 
lost by a very large majority. 


Mr. ALLEN then moved to add a provision to 
the bi!l making stockholders hable for the debts of 
the banks. 

On this proposition a long debate ensued, Mr. 
ALLEN contending for its propriety, and.Mr. 
SOUTHARD denouncing it as unjust to make wi- 
dows and others who were stockholders, liable be» 
yond their contracts. 

The question was here taken on Mr. ALLEN’S 
motion, and negatives—yeas 13, nays QI. 

The question was now taken on ordering the joint 
resolution to a third reading, and decided in the af- 
firmative—vyeas 21, nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Ciay of Alabama, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, King, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Preston, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Talimadge, White, and Yoeung—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 
bard, Linn, Lumpkin, Norvel!, Pierce, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, and Wright—12. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked to take up the bill from the 
House making appropriations for the sapport of 
the navy for the year 1840. Mr. W.. said the 
House had thought proper to strike out the amend- 
ment of the Senate making an appropriation of 
$30,000 for the survey of the Soathern coas! from 
Appaiachicola to the mouth of the Mississippi 
river, because it was prohibited by a rule of that 
body from attaching appropriations to any bill that 
had not been recommended by the Department. 

The motion pending was, that the Senate recede 
from said amendment. 

On this motion a very warm and ahimated dis- 
cussion ensued, in which Messrs. HENDERSON, 
SOUTHARD, WALKER, and others, insisted that 
the Senate ought not to recede. 

The debate lasied toa very late hour, when the 
question was taken on receding and decided in the 
negative—yeas 10, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Hubbard, Linn, Pierce, 
Robinson, Raggles, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, and Wright—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Crittenden, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Lumpkin, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Por- 
ter, Preston, Southard, Walker, Wall, and.White 
—18. 

The House bill making appropriations for the 
current and contingent expenses of the Indian De- 
partment having been reported from the Commitice 
on Finance without amendment, was read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK moved that the joint resolution 
relating to the banks of the District have its third 
reading now, 

Mr. ALLEN. [ object. [The rule being impe- 
rative, the re-olntion could not be read}. 

Mr. MERRICK asked to introduce a resolution 
suspending the 16th joint rule so far as to allow the 
resolution to be embraccd under is provisions, 

Mr. TAPPAN bere cbjected, when 

Mr. MERRICK gave mice of his intention to 
call the ques ion upen Monday. 

| At a very Jaic hour, the Senate acjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
| Saturvay, July 13, 1840. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the geneia! consent of the 
House to offer a resolution, which was :ead for the 
information of the House, as follows: 

Resoleed, That the Cierk of this House be and 

he is hereby authorized and requested to pay to 
each messenger and page in atiendance on the 

House, the usual allowance for extra services, 

Mr. McCLELLAN objected. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to suspend the rules, and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were not ordered. 

Mr. HOPKINS spoke of the immense labor 
which those pages and attendants had performed; 
and had read irom the C.erk’s table the following 
s'atemeni: 

‘I have the honor to transmit the following fold- 
ing-room statement, in reply to your note of the 

17th ips: 

From the commencement of the session 

to Apri! Ist, according to the best es- 

timate I am able to make, there were 
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folded, of papers of different kinds, 
at least - - - - 800,000 
The packages containing seeds, books, 
&«c. will amount to about - - 20,000 
There have been fold d, sealed pack- 
ages, which were extra documents 
ordered by the House about - 70,000 
Speeches, addresses, &c. since April 
Ist have amounted to - - 1,330,000 
Bupposed to have been folded in other 
paris of the Capitol, and at the mem- 
bers’ rooms ‘ - . 250,000 
2,470,000 


J. R. QUEEN. 

[Of the above argregate, the probability is that 
more than two-thirds were Whig docaments—such 
as the life of Harrison, of tour kinds, to be sent to 
the four sections of the United States, and Harri- 
son pictorial almanacs; and Whig speeches in Cou- 
gress. ] 

The qvestion was then taken, and the rules were 
suspended. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question on 
the adoption of the resolution; which received a ve- 
cond, and the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. McCLELLAN called for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the reselution; but they were not 
ordered; and the resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr CAMPBELL asked the gereral consent of 
the House to offer a resolution, which was read for 
the information of the House, and was in substance? 
as follows, viz: that the Commitiee of Elections be 
authorized to pay out of the contingent fund of 
the House to J. M. Carlisle, clerk to sad com- 
mittee, per diem allowance at the rate of $5 per 
cay for his services. 

Mr. CAMPBELL stated, in reply to an inquiry, 
that the clerk was now allowed $4 per day; bur, 
owing to his arduous duties, the committee thought 
him entitled to a larger sum. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 

Mr. CAM?#BELL moved to suspend the rules to 
admit the reselotion, 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion; whch, having been ordered, were— 
yeas 34, nays 99. So the ruces were no! suspended. 

Mr. SMITH of Conn cicuat asked the general 
consent of the House to offer a re-olution, which 
was read for the information of the House, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay to 
Messrs. Aycrieg, Maxwell, Halstead, Siratton, and 
Yorke, the same compen-ation per diem and m_le- 
age that is allowed to members of Congress, 
computing the per diem from the commencemyrnt 
ef the session unt! the 7th day of July instant. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objecied. 

Mr. SMITH said it was the usual resolution, 
and he moved a suspension of the rules to enable 
him to submit it, and on that motion demanded 
the yeas and nay*; which, having been ordered, 
were— yeas 81, nays 59. 

So the rules were no! suspended. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked the general consent of the 
House to submit the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay to 
Charies J. Ingersoll the same compensation per 
diem ani mileage that is allowed to members of 
Congress, computing the per diem from the com- 
me:cement of the session until the 17th of July 
instant. 

Objection having been mace, 

Mr. RAMSEY moved that the rules be sus- 
pended to enable him to submit the resolution, and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which, 
having been ordered, were—yeas 49, nays 86. 

So the rales were not suspended. 

Mr. ADAMS asked that the House would agree 
to take up the biil of this House, originally re- 
ported fiom the Cemmi'tee on Manufactures, which 
had been returned from the Senate, with ameni- 
ments, entitled, “An ict to ensare the mere faith- 
ful execution of the laws regulating the collection 

of dues on imports,” for the parpose of having it 
referred to the Committee of the Whole Hoare on 
the state of the Union, to consider those amend- 
ments, 
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Mr. A. said the bill had been passed by both 
Houces by a large majority, and he did not belicve 
it would occupy the c mmittee five minutes. 

Mr. PETRIKIN obj c'ed to the motion, as being 
out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS repeated that his only object was 
to have the bill and amendments referred to the 
committee. 

Mr. PETIKIN withdrew his objection; and 

Mr. CRABB renewed it. 

Mr. ARAMS moved to suspend the rales, to en- 
able him to make the motion above indicated. 

Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, having been taken, were-—yeas 
90, nays 64. 

So tie rules were not suspended. 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to suspend the rules, 
and that the House would resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of ihe Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said this was private bill 
day, and he hoped the chairman of the Comm't ee 
of Wavs end Means would not press his motion, 
but that he would wihdraw it, and thereby enable 
the House to consider the private bills. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the general consent 
of the House to consider the motion he sabmi'ted 
a few days age, for printing 5,000 extra copies of 
the report of the Select Committee upon the sub- 
ject of steam boilers. The document was now in 
type, and, unless the printing was ordered immedi- 
ately, it would cost double as much at another 
time. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected. There had been 
an extra quantity of these documents printed last 
year, Some of which were on hand, 

Mr. U. did not press the motion to print. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATIGN BILL. 

The H:uce then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on thesta'e of the Union, 
(Mr. Hepxins in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the Ind an appropriation bil). 

The question pending was the amendment to the 
bill appropriating $35 327 for carrying into effect a 
provision of the treaty of New Echota, in 1035, in 
ref- rence to the removal! of the Indians. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS ingnired of tne Cuarr whe- 
ther the amendment was in order. 

The CHAIR decijed that the amendment was 
in order. 

Mr. RUSSELL said the appropriation was not 
authorized by existing law, aud that it was for the 
satisfaction of a mere private claim; and he ap- 
pealed from the decision of the Crate. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia explained that it had 
been called for from the War Department, as ne- 
cessary !o carry into effect the treaty which had 
been ratified. 

A debate ensued, in which Messrs. RUSSELL, 
TILLINGHAST, EVERETT, COOPER of Ga. 
THOMPSON of South Carolina, and EVANS, 
participated, in opposition to the decision of the 
Crater and to the propriety of the amendment, and 
by Messrs BANKS, BROWN of Tennessee, and 
WATTERSON. 

The question was taken, and the decision of the 
Crair was reversed. 


Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama proposed an 
amendment appropriating $1,126 for the payment 
of the claim of a company of Alabama volunteers, 
ordered out under Capt. Sacdgrass of Alabama, to 
aid in the removal of the Indians 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said the 
claim had receive the unanimous approbation of 
ihe Commitee on Military Affairs. 

The gnesiion of order was raised; when it was 
ascertained that a bli was pending before the 
House for the payment of this claim, and, in con- 
sequence, 

Tie CUATR ruled the amen!ment out of order. 

On motion of Mr. MARVIN, the committee 
then rose and reporied the bill to the House; aud 
the question being on concurring in the amend- 
menis of the commiitee, and reading the bill a 
thi'd time, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved the previous 
question, which received a second, was put, and 
carried, 
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Several amendments of the committe . 
bren concurred in, and the question beivg having 
curring in the amendment appropriating gloi 
for the payment ef balances due On aceount of 
removal of the Creek Indians, was disagreed | me 

The question being on concurring with the a 
wen in the amendment, in the following wor . 

For rayment of the claim presented by the A); 
bama Emigrating Company, and allowed a 
accounting officers. $38,646; Y the 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS called for the yeas 

sine . . and 
nays; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 79 
nays 66. ms 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The question was then pnt, that the House 4 
concur in the eighth amendment of the 
to said bil!, which is as follows: 

For expenses atiending the removal of the Win. 
nebago Indians from their pres-nt residence in 
Wi-konsin to the neutral ground aeross the Mix 
sissippi river, es'imating the number at 4.599 to 
cos! $10 each. $45 000. —e 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and 
nays on concarring; which were ordered, and Were 
—veas 81, nays 57. 

S» the amendment was concurred in. 

The question now being on concurring jn the 
ninth amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
House to said bill, in the fu liowing word-: 

Insert in the bill the following tiem: “To carry 
into effect the treaty of the 3d of Sepiember, 1839 
wih the Storkbridze and Maumee tribe of Indiaus 
ratified the 16th May, 1840, $32 265 40;” 

Mr. BARNARD demanded the yees and nare- 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 17. 
nays 57. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The question being now on concurring with the 
committee in the 10th ameadinenr, in the following 
werds, vz: Add to the bill the following woid. 
“For holding a treaty with the Cherokee Ind ane, 
including all the different interes's and divisi ns 
which exist among them, upon the basis of their 
right to adopt any form of Government which they 
ora majority of them may thi: k proper; to elect 
their own officers or chiefs; and establish any law 
or reculations which they may deem best for their 
welfare and happiness, provided that they co not 
conflict with the Consttution and laws of the 
United States, applicab!e to their affairs, $5,000; 

Mr. BOYD demanded the yeas and nays; which 
having heen o:d-1ed, were—yeas 60, nays 77. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and having been engro:sed, was read 
the third time and passed, 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to amend the title so 
as to read “A bill to ene: urage hos'ilities with the 
Cherokee Indians,” but subsequent'y withdrew his 
motien. 

Mr. R. GARLAND and Mr. STANLY warned 
the House that, unless a different course were pur- 
sued in rej-cting the amendment prceposed by 
Mr. Beit as above, bloodshed would ensue, 
and war be kindled up along our Southwes‘ein 
frontier. 

Mr. STANLY, under this conviction, moveda 
reconsideration of the vote by which the bi!l had 
been passed. 

The motion was sustained by Mr. W. THOMP- 
SON and Mr. CROSS of Arkan‘as, ia very earnest 
speeches, appealing to the House against the re- 
sponsibility it incurred by refusing this pitifal 
amount of $5,000, at the imminent hazard of an 
Indian war 

Mr. STANLY withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CROSS renewed it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved the previous 
question; which was seconded, put, and carric¢; 
when the reconsideration was negtived by yeas 
and nays as follows; yeas 71, nays 74 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the joint rule 
of the two Hovses*which forbids bills being sent 
from one House to the other during the Jast three 
days of the session, was suspended in re'ation to 
the Indian bill, the bill for the miluary academy, 
for fortifications, for mileage, and for all territorial 
bills. 

On motion of Mr. PICKENS, the House went 
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smmittee ef the Wole on the state of the Union, 


Ci ; 
rae Russect in the chair,) and took up for con- 


ihe bill appropriating $25,000 for the 
expenses Of the exploration and survey of the 
Northeastern boun:ary of the United Sates. 
“or. ADAMS moved an amendment to inclule 
he establishment of four stations fer meteorol gi- 
cai and geological observations. He explained the 
objrct of the amendment, and argued in its favor, 
put it was I jecied. ; 

Mr. PICKENS moved that the committee rise, 

and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana hoped the committee 

would not nse, but that the bill would be laid asice 

inorder to be reported, and that the committee 
would agree to take up Senate bill 141, entitled 
an actto confirm to theState of Indiana the land 
selected by her for that portion of the Wabash and 

Fre canal which lies between Tippecanoe river 

and Terre Hau'e, and for other purpos’s. Mr. D 
was gong on to show the great imporiance of the 
pillto the State of Indiana, but was arrested by 

The CHAIR, who stated that the question must 

first be put on rising, before the gentieman’s motion 
could be en ertained. 

The question was then taken on the motion that 
the committee rise, which was agreed to; and the 

pill was accordingly reported to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS then renewed his amendment to 
the bill which was rejected in committee, in the 
following words, viz: 

“4nd be it further enacted, That the sum of twenty 
thou-anddoilars be, and the same are hereby appro- 
priated, to be paidoutof any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropniated, for the establishment of 
five several siations, at suitable distances from eech 
other, for making observations of terrestial mag- 
netism and meteorology fur three years; the said 
sum to be expended under the direc'ion of the Se- 
cre ary of War for the fulfilmeatof those purpo- 
ses; he to account for the expenditure thereof to the 
Treasury of the Un:ted States.” 

Mr. A, wished to have his vote recorded in favor 
of the amendmen’, and called for the yeas and 
nays; Which were ordered. 

Attera few rematks by Messrs. ADAMS and 
STANLY, 

Mr. DAVIS moved the previous question on 
the bill and amendment, which received a second; 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question being first on the adoption of the 
amendment of Mr. Apams, 

Mr. KEIM called ior the reading of the amend- 
ment; which having been cone, 

Mr. KEIM moved to amend it by striking out 
the word “are,” and in-ert the word “‘is,” instead 

[This motion, on the part of Mr. Keim, caused 
agreat deal of merriment. It will te recol ected 
that, a few days ago, M-. Apams entered into a 
criticism of the diction and grammar of the report 
ot Mr. Keim on the militia, and this motion to cor- 
rect ine grammatical error of Mr A. was consi- 
dered a fair hit. Mr. A. responded in relation to 
th's error, that it was the same priociple of con- 
struction as the sentence “ihat our sufferings ‘is’ 
intolerable.” 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
onthe amendment of Mr. A. and disagreed to— 
yeas 34, nays 96. 

The bill was then read the third time, and passed. 

The House then, at 24 o’clock, took its usual re- 


cess, 
EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. JONES moved that the naval appropriation 
bill, as amended by the Senate, be taken up, with 
a view of c nsidering the said amendments. 

The several amendments having been read by 
the C.erk, 

Mr. JONES said he hoped there would be no 
objection to the immediate consideration of the 
amendments. 

Mr. ANDREWS said he had no objection to 
the bill; but he did object to going on without a 
quorum. 

Mr. JONES replied that he did not desire to 
Procved without a quoraw, and, afier some con- 
Versaiional debate, Mr. J. agreed to withdraw his 
motion unul a quorum should appear. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to take up the bill to 
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ensure the more faithful execution of the revenue 
laws, as amended by the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMES objected, and the bill was not 
taken op, 

In the mean time, while the Senate’s amen ments 
were read, Mr. LINCOLN wished the time occn- 
pied, till a quorum should appear, in receiving the 
reports of committees to whom Senate bills had 
beeo referred. 

Afier a desultory conversation, 

The question was put on Mr. Jongs’s motion, and 
the votes were—ayes 67, nces 20. No quorum 
voling. 


Mr. LINCOLN moved a call of the House 


which was ordered. Ninety-six members respond- | 


ed to their names. 


The absen‘ees having been called, 122 members | 


were found to be present. 

Mr. JONES moved to dispense with further pro- 
ceedings in the call, and it was acreed to. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of lowa made a strenuous 
effort to get territorial business taken up. He 
raised a question of order, that inasmuch as the 
House on the 8th ist. by a vote of two-thirds, set 
apart the first day aller the passage of the appro- 
priatioa bills, for the consideration of territorial bu- 
siness, to take precedence over all other business, 
the motion to consider amendments of Senate to 
bill No. 6 was not in order, and the first order of 
the day was on territorial busine s, seeing that the 
appropriation bills had been passed. 

The SPEAKER decided that the appropriation 
bills could not be censidered as passed as long as 


they were pending by amendments or otherwise; || & : 
|| site and the construction o° a dry dock for the naval 


and that consequently the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Jones] wes in order. 

From this decision Mr. CHAPMAN appeiled, 
and debated that appeal, showing what injustice 


would be done the Terri‘ory if the business he pro- | 


posed was not taken up. 


Afver a few remarks by Mr. W. C. JOHNSON 


on the appeal— 

Mr. RAMSEY moved the previous question on 
the appeal, which received a second, ani the main 
ques ion was by order put, and the decision of the 
Cuair was sustained. 

And the question recurring on Mr. Jonrs’s mo- 
tion to take up the Navy bill and amendments, it 
WAS agreed to. ‘ 

Mr. JONES moved that the House do concur in 
all the amen-ments of the Senate; and on that ques- 
tion he demanded the previous question, 

Mr. R. GARLAND remonstrated. 

But Mr. JONES refused to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved a call of the House. 

On this motion Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded 
the yeas ani nays; whic) were ordered and taken, 
and resuiied as follows—yeas 44, nays 82. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

The previous ques'ion was seconded, and carried 
by veas and nays as follows—veas 78, nays 54. 


The main question then recurring on concurring | 
in the amendments of the Senate, the yeas and | 


nays were ordered. 

Mr. R. GARLAND asked that the question be 
divided, and put on each amendment separat ly. 

The question being put on the following amend- 
men! of the Senate, 

‘Provided, That no more of the several appro- 
priations last mentioned for the improvement and 
repair of the navy yards shall be expended pre- 
vious to the 4th day of March next, than shall be 


found by the Secretary of the Navy, upon inqui- | 


ries made for the purpose, to be absolutely neces- 
sary for the preserva'ion of the public works, the 
security of the public property, and the pre-erva- 
tion of the public business at the respective 
yards.” 

The yeas and nays being demanded by Mr. R. 
GARLAND, were taken, and resulted as follows: 
yeas 93, nays 62. So this amendment was con- 
curred in. 

The next question was on concurring with the 
Senate in the fo!lowing amendment: 

Strike out of the second section the words, ‘a 
violation of ex'sting contrac's, and insert, “im- 
pairing the ability of the Navy Department to 
make payment under existing circumstances prior 


to the 4ih day of March, 1841.” 


| ayes 46, noe 49. 
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The question on concurring in the above amend- 
ment was agreed to by yeas 91, nays 51. 

The question was next on concurring with the 
Senate in the following amendments, viz: 

Suike out ‘rom the second section of the bill, 
“‘which proviled for reimbursing the fund for the 
gradua’ improvement of the navy, which had been 
authorized to be expended in building steamships,” 
and insert the following: 

“Andthe residue of the said sum of $340,000 
sha'l be, and is hereby, appropriated, and shall be 
pad of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriate.” 

The question was taken on concurring with the 
Senate in the above amendment, and agreed to— 
yeas 93, nays 49. 

The question now being on concurring with the 
Senaie in striking out the sixth section of the bill 
in the words following: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of $60,000 be and the same is hereby appro- 
priated out of money in the Treasury, not other- 
wise aporopriated, for the preparation and com- 
mencement of the third steam vessel of war, au- 
thorized by an actof March 3d, 1839, in addition 
to any materials which may be on hand suitable tu 
such vessels,” 

The question was taken, and the above amend- 
ment was concurred in—yeas 84, navs 54. 

The question was next on concurring with the 
Senate in the seventh amendment, viz: Surike out 
from the seventh section of the bill, which reappro- 
priates unexpended balances of former appropria- 
tions the following item: ‘‘For the puichase of a 





service in the harbor of New York, as authorized 
by the act of March 3d, 1835— 95 063 61.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
concurred tn. 

The question was next on concurring with the 
Senate in the following amendment as an addi- 
tional section to the bill, viz: 

“Sec. 7. And be tt further enacted, That there be 
appropria ed from any money in the Tr asury, not 
otherwise appropriated, for the immediate :urvey 
of the coast trom Appalachicola bay to the meuth 
of the Mississippi tiver, for the a*certainment of 
the praci’‘cability of establishing a navy yard and 
naval station, which shall best subserve the protec- 
ton of the commerce of the Gult of Mexico, the 
sum of $30,000 to be taken trom the appropriagpn 
already made for the survey of the coast of the 
United States.” 

The question was taken on concurring in the 
above amendment, and it was disagreed to—yeas 
64, nays 89. 

Mr. JONES moved to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; which motion 
prevailing, the House went into committee accord- 
ingly, (Mr. Currorp in the chair,) and took up 
the Senate’s amendments to the army appropria- 
tion bill. 

A discussion arose on an item in these amend- 
ments for the outnt of a Chargé to Texas, as being 
incongruous to the character of the bill. 

Mr. AUWAMS raised the question whether the 


| Senate should send amenda.enis such as were not 


permitted by the rules of the House; this subjected 


| every member of the House to the wiil and power 


of the Senate; against which he protested. 

The CHAIR deciding the amendments to be in 
order, 

Mr. ADAMS took an appeal; which was argued 
by Messrs BANKS, ADAMS, EVANS, BRIGGS, 
RAMSEY, and FILLMORE, and finally with- 
drawn. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Another diseussion arose on an amendment al- 
lowing for the oa'fit of a Minister resident at Con- 
stantinople, in which Messrs. EVANS, STANLY, 
PICKENS, McKAY, RAMSEY, DELLET, 


|| CRAIG, PROFFIT, and TILLINGHAST parti- 


cipated. 

When, the question being taken, the vote was— 
[No quocum voting.] 

The qurs'ion was taken by tellers, and resulted 
as follows—ayes 58, noes 49. 

No quorum voting, the committee rose and re- 
ported the fact to the House. 
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{lt was now a quarter past 8.] 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved a ca!! of the House. 

It was suggested that a quorum was present ; 
whereupon 

The SPEAKER counted the House, and report- 
ed that 108 members were present. 

The call was then ordered—ayes 62, novrs 59. 

Bat it being discovered by the vote thata quorum 
was present, the call was dispensed with. 

The Elouse having returned to committee— 

The subject of the outfit to Commodore Porter 
was resumed, 

Mr. PICKENS explained. 

Mr. LEW{S WILLIAMS opposed the appro- 
priation. ‘ 

And it was forther discussed by Messrs. 
GRAVES, DAWSON, and MONROE. 

A communication from the Senate was received, 
announcing the passage of certain resolutions, one 
relating to the transfer of certain stock in the Chesa- 
peake and Obio Cana! to the State of Maryland, 
and the other to the pay of workmen. 

Mr. JENIFER pressed for having this taken up, 
but Mr. GRAVES objecting, the House retarned 
into commities, and resumed the subject of diseus- 
sion. which was debated by Me.sts. RANDOLPH, 
McKAY, CUSHING, GRAVES, and PICKENS, 


when, the question being taken, the amendment of | 


the Senate was non-concurred in. 

The next item was for certain repairs in the cus- 
tom-house at Philade'phia, $3,200. 

Mr. WHITE of Lovis:ana movel to amend this 
item by adding $!0,000 for completing the con- 
struction of the Mint at New Orleans. 

Mr. JONES considered this amendment as not 
within the rules of the House. 

The CHAIR deciding it out of order, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana tock an appeal 

Jat, afler some discussion, the decision 
the Cain was sustained: ayes 75, nkees not 
counted, ' 

The Senate’s amendment was then concurred in. 

The next item was for rucning the boundary 
line of Iowa Territory, $1,096, and it was con- 
curred in. 

Several other amendments having been con- 
curred in without debare, the following additional 
section to the bili was next taken up: 





And be it further enacted, That ia ease of a defieiency of re 
celts of revenue from customs or lands, or other so irces, or ol 
a faiiure on the part of the late deposite banks, or of the Bank oj 
the United States of Pennsylvania, to pay the debis due from 
them, or to become due in the Course of the preseut year, or if 
from any other cause the means of the Treasury shall not be 
sufficientto meet all the appropriations made by Congress, the | 


President of the United States shall be authorized to pos'pone 


the expenditures under the following heads of appropriation in 
thisact, viz: Fer burracks, quatters, and storehouses, &c.: 
jiorthe national armories; f arinament of fortifications; for 
the curreat expens¢ of the ordnance eervice: for ordnance 
stores and supplies; for arsenals; for ropairs and impreve- 
ments at the Springfield armory; for repairs and improve- 


ments at the Harper’s Ferry armory; for the purchase of salt 


petre and brimstone; for continuing the barracks, quarters, &c 
at Fort Leavenworih, at Fort Wayne, at Fort 8 sith, at Plats 
burch, and at Fort Jesup, or such and so many of them, or such 


Mt each, asin his ju uiter a caretul exami- 


nd.tion of the Treasury shall demand; 
such postponements ty be merely temporary, or unul the close 
of the next session of Congress, as the Treasury will warrant, 
A 


proportions 
nation and inquiry, the ex 


- t 
Wwiment, 


Mr. BARNARD inquired how much the appro- 
priations amounted to which the Executive was 
thus allowed to postpone? 

Mr. JONES said he could not tell at the mo- 
ment with perfect accuracy, but he believed the 
amount to be about $1,200,000. 

A debate arose, in which Messrs. BARNARD, 
CALHOUN of Massachusetts, PROFFIT, WAD- 
DY THOMPSON, MORGAN, aud EVERETT 
opposed the amendment, and Mr. SMITH of In- 
diana advocated it; when 

Mr. BRIGG3, adverting to the fact that it was 
now near 12'cleck, and expressing his hope tha 
the House would respect the Sabbath, moved that 
the committee rise. 

The motion prevailed, and the committee rose 
accordingly, and reported pregress. 

And then the House, at five mfnutes before 12 
o'clock, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, July 20, 1840. 
The following resolutions were submitted, con- 
sidered by consent, and agreed to: 


of 


| 


| 


——— 
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By Mr. BENTON: A call on the Secretary of | 


the Treasury for a s'atement, at the commence- 
ment of the next session, of the annual and total | 
amount of goods import’d from each foreign State | 
since the 30 h of September, 1833. 

By Mr. CALHOUN: A call on the President, if 
not inconsistent with the pablic interest, to present 
to the Senate, at the commencement of the next 
session, the correspondence and documents with 
any of the British authorities in regard to certain 
allegations against Mr. Consul Trist, iu connec- 
tion with the slave trade. 

By Mr. DAVIS: A call on the President for a 
copy of the report of Captain Perry, of the United 
States navy, on lights and light-houses, to be sent 
to the Secretary of the Senate, and to be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 








ROBINSON, WALL, LINN, YOUNG, ani DA- 
VIS, the Committees on Finance, Public Lands, 
Post Office and Post Roads, the Jad:ciary, Indian 
Affairs, Roads and Canals, and on Commerce, were 
respectively discharged from the further considera- 
ton of all subjecis on which they had not already 
reported. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee 
on Commerce, the bill for the relief of the owners 
aud crew of the schooner Buffalo was indefinitely 


A resolution making the whole amonnt of the 
salary of the postmasier of the Senate $1,000, was 
debated at some length, and agreed to by yeas 25, 
nays 10. 


postponed. | 


DISTRICT BANKS. 

The joint resolution to revive and continue as 
they were the charters of the banks 'n the District 
of Columbia, till March 4, 1841, on condition of 
their resuming and continuing specie payments, 
having been read a third time, and the question be- 
lpg on its passage, 

Mr. ALLEN moved to recommit the resolution, 
with instructions to substitute for it the bill lately 
rejected by the Senate on this subject. This motion 
was negatived, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Robinson, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
and Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Huntington, King, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, White, 
Young—23. 

Mr. ALLEN now moved to recommit the bill, 
With instructions to make al! stockhelders in the 
banks subject to all liabilities of the banks to the 
amount of their stock respectively. If the resola- 
tion was passed in its present share it would ex- 
hibit the humiliating spectacle of the Senate pass- 
ing a Jaw which was sent here by the banks in the 
shape of a memorial—the only difference between 
the memorial and the law being that in place of 
the signature of the President of one of these 
banks, there would be that of the President of the 
United States, and in the place of the signatures of 
the Presidents the two other banks, would be 
that of the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
ot the House of Representatives. To avoid this 
humiliating spectacle he submitted the motion to 
recommit the dill for the purpose of amendment. 

The motion was negatived—ayes 14, nays 23, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Méessrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Hub- 
bard, Linn, Lumpkia, Norvel!, Robinson, Smith of 
Conneciicut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
and Wrigh!—14, 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Huntington, King, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss,..Pres'on, Ruz- 
sles, Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, White, and 
Young —23. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, his chief purpose, 
throughcut the whole time which had been vccu- 
pied in the discussion of th’s subject, was to grant 
these barks all proper indulgence for a limited pe- 
ried, but to render it absolutely certain that they 
should be compelled to wind up their affairs, under 


On motions by Messrs. WRIGHT, WALKER, 














the provisions of the act which we had passed f,, 
that purpose. This latter was his main object. H. 
had, on a former occasion, stated his reasons ; 
length why these six little banks shou!d not be 
manently rechartered within this District of 
miles square, under any circumstances, and why 
another bank, or banks, under proper Tes'rictions 
should be substituted in their stead. He feared tha, 
the pres*nt resolution would interfere with this price 
ciple. It enabled the banks to delay their resump. 
tion of specie payments, until the very day bans 
the 4hof March next, if they thought proper, an; 
then, upon resumplicn, they were to be res ored 
immediately to all ther banking privileges, Ny 
reference whatever was mace in this resoly. 
tion to the law now in existence for Wind. 
ing up these institutions; and whether this law was 
not a'together repealed by the resolution, might be 
a seyious question. In any event, these banks 
weuld come here before the 4th of March next 

having all resumed specie payments, in obedience 
to your resolution, on some day, however distant 

previous to that time, and ask, a'most asa matter 
of right, for an extension of their chariers. He 
desired that this resolution m ght pass, on the e,. 
press condition that, aiter the 4'h of March neu, 
they should immediately commence winding up 
their affairs, and that they might have no pretex; 
whatever to claim any further extension of their 
privileges from Congress. He proposed the fo}. 
lowing amendment, and said that, under all the 
circums'ances of the case, if this should prevail, 
he would vote for the resolution: 

Ani provided further, That nothing herein con. 
tained shall be so construed as to relieve the said 
banks or either of them from the provisions of the 
act entitled “ten act to continue the corporate exist. 
ence of certain banks in the District of Columba 
for certain purposes,” approved July 3d, 1840; but 
they and each of them shall proceed to wind up 
their affairs under the said act, immediately afier 
the said fourth day of March next. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped no one would ob. 


at 
per. 
ten 


_ ject, as such was the actual intention of the friends 


of the resolution. 
Mr. TAPPAN said that for the purpose of as. 
certaining whether the Senate of the United States 


| would pass alaw forthe benefit of the banks 
| of the District, in the precise terms prescribed by 


those banks, he would avail himself of every legal 


| privilege to prevent any alteration in its fo'm. He 





therefore objected to the amendment. 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama desired that it might be 


| particularly noticed that this objection came from 
/ no man who wished to continue these banks at all, 


on any conditions. . 
Mr. TAPPAN thought there would be no difii- 


| culty in ascertaining the position he occupied in 
relation to these banks. 


Mr. Bucuanan’s amendment could not be consi- 
dered without recommitment, which was bot 
moved. 

Tre resolution was passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ful'on, 
Grundy, Henderson, King, Merrick, N choles, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rurgies, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, 
Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Huly 
bard, Lino, Lumpkin, Norvell, Robinson, Smith o: 


| Connecticut, Tappan; Walker, Wall, Wright—13. 


Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the title of the 
resolution by calling ita resolution to charter six 
banks in the District ef Columbia. . Negatived 


| without a count. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said his object would, in some 


| degree, be accomplished by amending the title. He 
| moved, therefore, to strike out the present title of 


the resolution and insert the following: 

“A resolution supplementary to the act entitled 
‘an act to continue the corporate existence of cer- 
tain banks in the District of Columbia for certain 
purposes,’ approved July 3d 1840;” which was 
unasimoasly adopted. 

Oa motion of Mr. MERRICK, the. sixteenth 
joint rule was suspended, on the. part of the Senate, 
in regard to this joint resolution, and it was sen! to 
the other House for concurrence. 
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“Mr ALLEN moved the printing of the bank | 


memorial on this subject, to show, as he said, that 
ene Senate had humbled itself so much as to pass 
nis measvre under bank dictation, and in the very 
‘ore which the banks prescribed. 

Mr. MERSICK said it differed in several par- 
iy, CLAY of Alabama said the memorial 
would show that the banks came here as humble 
setitoners, and he therefore desired to have it 

rinted as much as any body. 

Tne printing of the memorial was accordingly 
ordered without dissent. 

NAVY APPROPRIATIONS. 

A message was received frem the House, an- 
pouncing that the House insisted on its rejection of 
ihe amendment of the Senate, (an appropriation of 
$30,000 fora survey on the Gulf of Mexico, and 
asking a conference by a joint committee, the 
House having appointed the committee on their 

rt, 

‘ motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate 
father insisted on its amendment, and agred to a 
conference, authorizing the President pro. tem. to 
appomnt the committee on the part of the Senate. 

The bill from the House, to refund certaiu da- 
ties paid by John M. Jacqnelin, an importing mer- 
chant at New York, was discussed at some length 
by Messrs. RUGGLES HUBBARD, DAVIs, 
CALHOUN, and WRIGHT, and !aid on the table 
without dissent, on the ground, alleged by Mr. 
Waicnr, that the Committee on Finance had at 
this session rejected all claims of this kind. 

On wotion of Mr. WALL, a Senate resolution, 
relating to Colt’s firearms, (very incistinctly heard,) 
was taken up, debated, and agreed to. 

Oa motinn of Mr. SOUTHARD, the joint reso- 
lution authorizing the parchase of Col’s repeating 
rifle for ihe use of the navy, was taken up, discuss- 
ed, amendéd, so as to extend to other rifles, and 
ordered to a third reading by yeas 16, nays 12. 

A message was received from the President ef 
the United States, with a report from the Com- 
missioner on Indian Affairs, in pur-uance of a Se- 
nate resolution, relating to the purchases of Indian 
jands since the establishment of the Government. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted a resolution, ca'l- 
ing on the Secretary of the Navy for informat on as 
tothe protection afforded and intended to be af- 
forded to the commerce of the Gulf of Mexico. 


Mr. WRIGHT objected, and cbserved that if 
the resolution proposed only to inquire into what 
had been actuaily done by the Navy Department, 
he would agree to it; but he could not c-nsent to 
call on the Secretary to inform the Senate what or- 
der was coniemplaied by the Department. 

Mr. HUBBARD observed that if the gentleman 
would address a letter himself to the Secretary of 
the Navy, he would answer {or it that he would get 
a satisfactory answer. 

So the resolution was Jaid over for one day. 

Toe bill for the support of the army for the year 
1840, was received from the House of Representa- 
lives, stating that the House had agreed to all the 
amendments of the Senate, with the exception of 
the second and fifth, viz: the appropriation of six 
thousand doilars for an outht to the resident Minis- 
ter at Constantinople, and .the. appropriation of 
twelve thousand dollars for the purchase of an 
island at the confluence of the St. Peters and Mis- 
sissippi rivers, 

Mr. WRIGHT reported back this bill from the 
Committee on Finance, observing that the nature 
of these amendments had been understood by the 
Senate, having been debated at some length on the 
previous evening. He felt constrained to move 
that the Senate recede from the amendments; they 
were not pe:tinent to the bill, and had been stricken 
out Ly the House, after a long and animated de- 
ba'e. He hoped, therefore, the Senaie would re- 
cede from its amendments, and suffer the bill to be- 
come alaw. 

Mr. WALKER hoped the Senate would not re- 
cede. He thought not to comply with the contact 
forthe purchase of the island isight be attended 
with consequences injurious tc ovr interests and 
our relations with the Sioux Iadians. Important, 
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however, as Was this amendment, yet it was not as 
much so, in his estimation, as the outfit to Com- 


modore Porter. The services of that ga'lant and 
distinguished man were knowa to every Senator, 
and was the American Seaate prepared to make 
him the only exception to an outst?) He hoped not, 
and that the Senate would not recede. He thought 
there was nothing to be apprehended for the bill, 
and, in any event, a conference m ght be had as the 
last resort. 

Mr. WRIGHT was not aware that there was 
any ground of compromise by the conference. 
Where could they point outa midd'e ground on 
which to stand? The amendments must be passed 
or rejected—and one or the other [Louse must yield! 
The stinple question was, whether the Senate should 
recede fiom its amendments, or, by adhering to 
them, send the bill back to the Flouse at this late 
hour. Hecould see no good object likely to fol- 
jow a disagreement. with the other branch, as he 
thought it won!d not be likely to yield. 

Mr. DAVIS agreed with the Senator from New 
York that the Senate ought to recede from its 
amendments, Neither of them were maters of 
such great moment, as shoul! induce them to rua 
the risk of delaying or defeatiog the bill. He pre- 
sumed a delay of a few months couli work no 
great injury to Commodore Porter, and as there ap- 
reared a g-neral feeling on the partof the Senate 
to vote the approoriaton, he thovght the matter 
cou! then be postponed mntilthe next session, and 
the Senate at once recede from its amendment, 
There was no ground for compromise on which 
conmittees of conferenc? could act. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, by the rules of the Senate, 
if the bill was no: signed by 12 o'clock, it could not 
beeome a law: the rule was posi ive that no bill 
should receive the sanetion of the President on the 
last day of th who cou'd suppose 
that the billeould go back to the other House and 
te received here by that time? Besides, there was 
no sortof probability that the matter could be com- 
promised, and it was safer and better at once for 
the Senate to vield. 

Mr. WALKER insisted there was ground of 
compromise, and he wou'd suggest a very fair one 
at once: they could abandon one, appropriate and 
retain the other: this would be giving the [louse 
one item, and the Senate one; and he was disposed 
to abandon the island and adhere to the outfit. [Mr. 
Wriaur, in an under tone, “Tt am fcr the island.’ 
Mr. W. then spoke cf the justice of placing Com. 
P. on the same footing with other diplomatic 
agents, and the vast expense to which he has been 
subjected when acting as Charge. Mr. W. thought 
there was no orczsion to abandon either of the ap- 
propriations—the Senate ought to adhere to both. 

Mr. HUBBARD read the vote in the House tc 
show that it was decisive, and that there was little 
chance that that body would yield: the vo'e en the 
outfit was 54 ayes, 84 noes, and on the purchase of 
the island 44 ayes, 99 noes. 

Mr. WALKER then contended that the outfit 
s‘ood on the strongest ground, and that the isiand 
was voted down by two to one. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would not rob Peter to pay 
Paul. He had introduced the amendment grant- 
ing the outfit; but, if there was tote any sacrifice, 
he would prefer that the appropriation for the is- 
land should be retained. And he declared in his 
place that very serious cons:quences might grow 
out of the refusal to conform to the contract as 
made by ‘he Secretary of War. 

Mr. PRESTON said, when the snbj«ct was dis- 
cussed at a prior session, he had suggested an outfit, 
but that suggestion did not seem to have been 
hacked at the time by the friends of the measure. 
It was said that Commodore Porter came here for 
the purpose of being madea resident Minister 
It was then said by some of the friends of the 
movement that he only desired advanced renk, by 
which he could approach the person of the Sultan, 
as other ministers had the privilege of doing. The 
advanced rank was given, and with it the additional 
salary, and nothing further was said. 
gard to the is'an, there was some doubt about the 
title, and the compensation for it was four times 
too much; nay, he might say, ten times too much. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the Senator from South 


session: and 


With ree | 


‘| Carolna [Mr. Preston] was much mistaken in 
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his estimate of the value of this island; aad if he 
had examined the documents on the subject which 
hai been presented to the Senate when he was ab- 
sent iiom his seat, his epinions of its value would 
have been very different, 

Mr. SMITH cf Indiana gave his reasons for 
voting in favor of receding. It was not from any 
objection to. the outlit, for which he kad voted on 
another cecasion, 

The vole was then taken on receding, and de- 
cided in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Calhoun*Clay of Ala- 
hama, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, 
Hubbard, Huntington, King, Lampkin, Nicholas, 
Porter, Preston, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tappan, Wal!, White, 
and Wright—23 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, 
Linn, Norveil, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, aud 
Young—9. 

The question was then taken on receding from 
the other amendineni, and carried wihout a count. 

Mr. SOUTHARD submitted the tellowing: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
end he hereby is, directed to publish monthly the 
number and date of all Treasury notes issued or 
redeemable in pursuance cf any of the provisions 
of the laws now in foree, and also the number and 
amount of all drafts upon the agents of the Trea- 
sury, and the amount outstanding and unsatisfied, 
specifying, in regard to both notes and dratts, the 
number and amount of each under the sum of 
$100; also under 9200, and for every additional 
hundred 

Mr. SOUTHARD asked to have it consilered, 
but it having been objected to, it was ordered to lie 
over one day, 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following, which 
was adop et: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate at the next 
session, a Siatement showing what portion of the 
pubdle lands have been subject toenuy at private 
sale for 5 years and less than 10 years; for 10 and 
less than 15; for 15 and less than 20; for 20 and 
less than 25; for 25 and less than 30; for 30 aad 
less than 35; and for 35 and upwards, designating 
the States and Territories and land disirie!s in which 
said Janisare situate; and what quantity of land 
has been entcred after it had been subject to entry 
at private sale 35 years and upwards, and within 
what years, and within what land district said land 
was entered. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be prepared and transm t- 
mit'ed to the Senate, in the first week of the next 
session of Congress, a statement of the number and 
value of the public lots in the city of Washington 
given by Congress to citizens and charitable insti- 
tutions, and what rule was adopted in selecting ani! 
valuing such lots; also, of such as have been sold 
and otherwise disposed of since the passage of the 
act to enlarge the powers of the several corpora- 
tions of the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
poses, showing the authoriiy under which sales and 
dispositions of the public lots have been mate, the 
means of making such sale, the nember of lots and 

squares disposed of, the time of sale, the price per 
foot at which, and the name of the person or per- 
sons to whom, each lot was sold, the amount of 
proceeds arising from such sales, to what purpose 
applied, the authority for such appl:cation, and the 
amount, ifany, remaining in hand. 

Several other bills cf a private nature were voted 
on, and the Senate, after taking an Executive ses- 
sion, adjourned at twelve o’clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, July 20, 1840. 

After the journal had beea read, 

Mr. RAMSEY, on leave, offered a reso'ution 
making extra allowance to sundry officers of the 
House, and demanded the previous question upon 
it, which was seconded, put, and cared. And 
the main quesiion being on the adoption of the re- 
solution, the yeas and nays were ordered, and 
were—yeas 38, nays 141. So the resolation was 
rejected. 
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Mr. TOLAND moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken, in order that the resolution might be modi- 
fied so as not to include in the extra allowances the 
salaried officers of the House. 

Mr CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the motion 
on the table, and demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows: Yeas 
91, nays 62. 

So the motion to reconsider the resolution was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House took up 
the Senate’s amendments to the Navy appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the Hoase insist on 
its disagreement to the amendment of the Senate, 
(viz: for the survey of the Apalachicola bay, in refer- 
ence to the establi-hment of a naval station,) and 
appoint 9 commitiee of conference. Mr. ADAMS 
moved that the House adhere. Mr. JAMESON, 
that the House recede from iis disagreement, and 
he demanded the previous question; which was 
seconded, put, and carried, and the question being 
on receding, 1t was decided by yeas and nays as 
follows, viz: Yeas 80, nays 91. 

So the House refused to recede. 

Mr. ADAMS withdrawing his motion to adhere, 
and the question recurring on the motion to insist 
upon the disagreement, it was agreed to; and a 
committee of conference was ordered to be ap- 
pointed. . 

The following private bills on the Speaker’s 
table having been returned from the Senate with 
sundry anendments, were taken up, and the 
amendmen's were concurred in, viz: 

An act for the relief of Thompson and Boggs, 
and Robert and Thomas Hutcherson, and others; 

An ac! for the relief of Gilbert A. Smith and Na- 
than Stark; 

An act for the relief of William Marbury, of 
Lotisiana; 

An act jor the relief of the sureties and heirs of 
Melancton W. Bostwick, deceased, &c.; 

An act granting a pension to the heirs of Leonard 
Smith; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Latham; 

Au act for the relief of Thomas Bennet; 

The following bill was then then taken up, the 
question being on cencurring in an ameudment of 
the Senate: 

An act to continue in force the first section of an 
act eptitied “An act to ex'end the time of fulfilling 
Virginia military land warrants, and returning sur- 
veys thereon to the General Land Office.” 

Mr. CRAIG, who was entitled to the floor, 
moved the previous question on coucurring in the 
Senate's amendinent. 


| 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. STANLY took the floor, and made some 
remarks in relation to the state of the Treasurv. 

He was followed by Meers. BEGL, WISE, 
CUSHING, TILLINGHAST, DAVIS of Ken- 
tucky, and BARNARD, when the question being 
taken on the amendment of Mr. Everett, it was 
rejecied—ayes 32, noes 57. 

No quoram having voted, te'lers were demanded, 
and the vote being taken, stood as follows: ayes 55, 

ves 76. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senate by striking out so much of it as 
authorized the suspension of appropriations for the 


| Springfield and Harper’s Ferry armories 


Mr. COST JOHNSON made some brief remarks 
in supportof the amendment. 
The question then being put on the amenIment 


| of Mr. Catnoun, resulted—ayes 33, noes 64; no 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS ot jected to the considera. | 


tion of this bill oot of its ordef; the consequence 
was, that the bill tai ed. 

Mr. JONES moved that the Committee of the 
Whole be discharged from the consideration of 
the Senate’s amendments to the army appropria- 
tion billat half past two o’clock, (unless sooner re- 
ported.) 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as foliows—yeas 120, nays 44. 

Mr. JONES afierwards moditied his motion so 
asto take up the bili in the House at 4 o’elock. 
On the resolution thus modified, he demanded the 
previous question, which was seconded, put, ant 
carried, and the main question being on adopting 
the resolution, the yeas and nays were demanded, 
but the House refused to order them. The resolu- 
tion was thea carried—ayes 111, noes 31. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House then re- 
solved itse'f into Committee of the Whole on the 
staie of the Union, (Mr. Ciirrorp in tue chair) 
and resumed the consid: ration et the 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The gacstion pending was on the amendment of 


Mr. Everett to the amendment of the Seaste, re- || 


sir.cliipg the action of ithe Cresident in suspending 
certain appropriations in the bill, so as to mr quire 
him to pursue the order in which the epprepriation 
stands in the bill. 

Atter some brief expianations by Messrs. PROF- 
FIT, end SMITH of Lodiaua, in relation to some 
remarks by the latter on Saturday, 


quoram; and the hour of 24 o'clock having ar- 
rived, 

The House took a recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Afier the recess, there being no quorum present, 

Mr. LINCOLN sugzested that, until a quoram 
‘appeared, the standing committees should be per- 
mitted to report Senate bills referred to them. 

Some desultory.conversaton arose, when Mr. 
L. said he would not press the subject. 

A quorum having soon arrived, 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House proceeded 
to execu'e the order by which it had been directed 
that, at 4 o'clock, the House shou'd resume the 
cousideration of the 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL 

The question pend ng was on concurring in the 
amen‘ments of the Senate. 

Mr. JONES moved the previous question; which 
was seconded, put and carried. 

The main question on agreeing with the amend- 
ments was then divided, and pat successively on 
the several ameadments separately. 

On that allowing an outfit of $6,000 to the Mi- 
nister resident at Constan'inople, the yeas and navs 
were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 54, 
navs 84. So the House refused to concar. 

On the next amendment for the purchase of an 
island in the Mississipp!, at the confluence of the 
St. Peters, near Fort Snelling, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and were—yeas 49, nays 100. So 
the amendment was not concurred in. 

On the last amendment (which empowers the 
President to suspend a certain amount of the ap- 
propriations, in case of a deficiency of receipts from 
cus’oms, lands, e'c. or a flare on the part of the 
United Siates Bank and the late deposiie banks to 
pay the debits due from them,) the yeas and n>ys 
were ordered, and resulted as follows—yers 102, 
navs 76. So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee of Confe- 
rence on the part of the House, relating to the disa- 
gresment of the two Houses on the appropriation 
o! $39,000 fora survey of the coast at Apslachi- 
cola bay, made a report. The report recommend- 
ed anew appropriation of $10,000, in a shape dif- 
ferent from the proposition in the biil, but for the 
same object. 

The report was agreed to. 

After some debate as to what business should 
next be considered, 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the House reso'ved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the siate 
of the Union, (Mr. Unpeawoop in the Chair ) and 
took up the bill makieg appropriation for the sup- 
port of the 

WEST POINT ACADEMY. 

The bill was read, and being considered by 
sections, 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported an amendment, makng some 
slight alteration in the internal relations of the 
academy. Mr. K. explained that the amendment 
would make no increase in the exnense, and there- 
lore hoped there wou'ld be no objection, 

Tie amendment was then agreed to 


Mr. CURTIS, from the Committece on Com- 
merce, moved to adj an amendment, re-enac!ing a 
provision regula'ing the salaries of collector-, naval 
officers, surveyors, and the custom-house officers. 

Mr. HOPKINS contended that the amendment, 


under the rule of the House, was not in order, jt 
having no connection with the bill. . 

The CHAIR raled the amendment out of order 

Mr. CURTIS appealed. : 

Tne appeal was debated by Mesirs. CURTIS 
HOPKINS, EVANS, DAVIS of Indi.na, SAL’ 
TONSTALL, and ADAMS, when the decision of 
the Cuair was sustained, and the amendment de. 
clared to be oat of order. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS of Tennessee then 
moved to amend, by striking out all after the en. 
acting clause, and substituting a new bill, pre 
posing a different arrangement for the military jn. 
struction of cadets and officers, and providing that 
military s'udents shall be taken from the ranks of 
the army, ete. etc. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS then advocated his substitnie 
with much earaesiness, an‘ costended that by its 
adoption the army would be supplied with a great. 
er number of good officers, and the President be 
enab'ed to make a selection from the whole country 
instead ef from a single institution. H-» contended 
that the country required a system of free instruc. 
tion in milttary science, and thatthe present insti. 
tution ought to be abelished, 

Mr. MONROE replied with ardor in defence of 
the Miluary Academy, insist'ng on the necessity of 
scientific cultivation to ensure success in war to the 
highest gallantry. He presumed no gentleman 
would vote for the substitute; but if the gentleman 
from Kentue'xy would bring forward his plan next 
session in time to have it discussed, Mr. M. would 
be happy to meet him. 

Mr. POPE followed on the same side, and re- 
monstiated against such an aitempt i destroy an 
institution which had existed nearly half a century, 
and which was anornament tothe country. The 
sudsttute, stricily considered, was not in order; but, 
it were, he ms! protest against such a scheme, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tenanessee expressed him- 
self as decidedly opposed to the school, and would 
vote agaivst the whole bill. He approved of the 
substitute, and so did many Others, and so gentle. 
men would find. Mr.C. then went into a speech 
of considerable length, and much earnestness 
against the Academy. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Illinois denounced the in- 
stitution as establishing a distinct order in the com- 
munity. He was in favor of a reasonable and 
s'rict construction of the Constitution, and this 
school, viewed in thatlight, was unconsii'utional, 
Besides, on the same principle, the judges of our 
courts and members of Congress ought to be edu- 
cated atthe public expense; and, said Mr. Rif 
we look at some of their speeches, they want edu- 
cation bad enough, Heaven kaows. 

The debate was further continue! by Messrs. 
HUBBARD, COOPER of Georgia, W. B. CAMP- 
BELL of Tennessee, and C. H. WILLIAMS, 
agains! the continuance of the present institatioa, 
and hy Messrs. DAWSON, EVANS, MUNROE, 
and POPE, in favor of its continnance on the same 
plan as heretofore. 

In the Honse, the amendmen's were read and 
agreed to. The bill, as pmended, was then ordered 
to a third reading by yeas and nays, as follows— 
yeas 176, nays 41. ° 

It was then passed and sent to the Ser ate. 

Mr W. CO38T JOHNSON moved to suspend 
the rules, in order to receive a jo nt reso'ution from 
the Senate on the District banks, and demanded the 
yeas and nays; which being ordered, were taken, 
and resulted as fo!lows—yeas 73, nays 53. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended. 

Mr. JONES then moved tosuspend the rules to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; which motion prevailed. and the House 
went into committee accordingly, (Mr. Cave Joun- 
son in the chair.) and teok up the 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The bill was read through, and then considered 
by sections. 

The sections having been read, and some in- 
qvivies having been answered, 

Mr. JONES moved, as an additional section, a 
provision empowering the President, in case of a 
deficit in the Treasury, to postpone until the close 
of next Congress, unless Congress shall sooher act 
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